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Human activity,
such as farming, ranch-
ing, urban development,
and chemical applica-
tion, has significantly
reduced many native
plant communities. The
loss of these communi-
ties has led to species
foss and endangered nat-
ural habitats, caused soil
erosion, and reduced
the diversity necessary
for stable ecosystems.
These problems are
compounded when
native plants are re-
placed with non-native
species in landscape
plantings. Non-native
species often require
large amounts of water,
fertilizer, and herbicides
for their maintenance.
Some of these intro-
duced plants escape cul-
tivation and become
aggressive weeds.
Native plants, on
the other hand, are
adapted to the particular

combination of soil,
temperature, nutrients,
and rainfall of their
region. Once estab-
lished, they require lit-
tle, if any, supplemental
water, fertilizer, pesti-
cides, or other chemi-
cals. Even in planned
landscapes around
homes, commercial
deveiopments, or road-
sides, native plants
require fewer additional
resources. Using native
plants in a garden or
landscape can provide
economic, ecological,
and aesthetic benefits
through reduced energy
costs, enhanced eco-
system stability, and
natural beauty —a win,
win, win situation for
the gardener and the
natural community.

. This articleis available

“as an educational band="

out. For a copy, call-

(542)202-4200. "

Mark your calendars and find -
“the easiest rotite to -Aust'in!: The =
“hation’s premier wildflower festival
“is'scheduled for April 12.and 13,
“from 10 a:m, to 6 p.m. The annual
Wildflower Days Festival at the -

“National WildﬂoWa'r lié:sé'a?rc'h'_"_: :
Center offers a riot of color for.

“meimbers, botanists; kids, garden- -

“ers; native plant lovers; [andscape
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Director of Volunicer Services’ Report:

| always teli people 1 have the besi job
in Austin because the Wildflower Center
is home to the best volunteers in Central
Texas! Enthusiastic, friendly, and willing
t0 go above and beyond the call of duty,
our 300-pius “unpaid staff” keep the
Center running. Volunteers usually work

a three-hour shift once a week canducting

guided tours, acting as sales associates in
the gift store, tending ever-changing gar-
dens, answering questions through our
Clearinghouse, and many other helpful
tasks. Some have been pressed into emer-
gency bussing of tables in our cale when
crowds are overwhelming!

The Center's volunteers range in age
from 15 to 87, and are required to attend
a general orientation followed by exten-

sive, specialized training suited to each
work site. We are particularly proud to
have the support of area high schools,

whose students come to the Center

Saturdays to help in the gardens as part of

their community service requirements.
The Center's Volunteer Department
wiil host an outstanding conference this
September: INTERaction '97. INTER-
action is a biennial international confer-
ence for volunteers and volunteer man--
agers working in garden settings. '
Participants will come to the Center for
three days of networking, inspirational
speeches, and useful information. If you

know someone who might enjoy the con-

ference, ask them to contact me at
(512) 292-4200 ext. 102.

ers

Are you wondering how vou might
help further the mission of the Wild-
flower Center as a voluateer? Consider
volunteering at a garden near you. You
can request a list of reciprocal gardens
and arboreta by calling (512) 292-4200
during the work week. Most gardens rely
on volunteers for planting, weeding, help-
ing with visitors, and gift store support. |
think you will find great satisfaction
working in a garden setting. Best wishes
for a happy and rewarding year!

Pegyry Budd is the Director
of Vohumteer Services at the

National Wildflower
Research Center
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WILDFLOWER DAYS

contmued from page I

: archltects - JUSt about aniyorie you
-can think oft Named one of .
- America’s best public gardens by - -
“Garden Design magazine, 'the :
Wildflower Center features more:
than' 500 species of plants native’ to__-
the Central Texas. H]]i Country, - ':
~miany of which are spectacuiar m
the $pring..: ¥
_ Festlval goers can taik wsth gar-
' denmg experts; tour the gardens,
~explore thé nature trails, picnic in -
the'shade; climb the Obsérvation -
Tower, or simply strofl the: grounds
as'the Witdflower Center -
1ebrates another fabulous sprmg
-Nationally kriown speakers; -
:authors storytel]ers and: p[enty of'_'
outdoor:
.demonstra-_ ot
“tions also
‘will be'part -
“of this'event.
“Booths with :
native plants’
“and seeds for
sale, arts a“d  Thiotfufor all b
crafts with

‘-’V i dﬂower Days Fesfma

fiative piant

themes, and many chlicirens actm- o

' ttes round out the fung -
~f youve been 1ookmg for a
'good feasofi to comeé to Austin, -
consider this an invitation to V151t
~during Wildflower Days at the -
National Wildflower Research: -
-Center: The Austin Convention and
“Visitors Bureau will be happy.to "
provide information about Austin’s
hotels; restauranis; and attractions;
you ¢an-call theinat (800) 926= "
.22 82. Pack your bags, bring your
- camera; and join us for'the®
- Wildflower Center’s armuaf celebra-
“tion of spring the ermronment o
: and the world of naturel S

NEW ENGLAND

Framingham, MA: Plant Communities of New
England, January 13-February 10,
Contact: Education Department, The
Arnold Arboretum, 125 Arborway,
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130,

(617) 524-1718.

Jamaica Plain, MA: Dormancy and
Dessication: What Happens to Plants in Winter,
February 13, Contact: Education
Department, The Arnold Arboretum, 125
Arborway, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130,
(617) 524-1718.

NORTHEAST
New Brunswick, NJ: Stabilization and

Restoration of Disturbed Sites, January 29-30,

Contact: Cook College Office of
?Contmumg Professmnal Education,

f 7

v-Brunswick, NJ 08903

SOUTHEAST

Atlanta, GA: A Habitat Garden, January 14,
Contact: Georgia Native Plant Society,
Box 422085, Aslanta, GA 30342,

{770) 392-9650.

Athens, GA: Wildflower Symposium, January
29, Contact: The State Botanical Garden
of Georgia, 2450 S. Milledge Ave.,
Athens, GA 30605, (706) 542-1244.

TEXAS/OKLAHOMA

Dallas, TX: Truly Texan Landscapes,
February 20, Contact: The Dallas
Arboretum, Education Department,
8617 Garland Rd,, Dallas, TX 75218,
{214) 327-8263.

MIDWEST

Cedar Rapids, [A: Habitat Gardening with
lowa Native Planis, February 1, Contact:
Indian Creek Nature Center, 6665 Otis
Road, SE, Cedar Rapids, [A 52403,

. (319) 362-0664;

Tree Talk and Winter Walk

Believe it or not, there's a lot of
plant lite to see and enjoy in win-
ter. Come to the Wildflower
Center Saturday, January 11, for a
fun-filled day of tree planting
demonstrations, guided nature
walks, gardening tips, and speak-
ers. Take a guided stroll through
the gardens at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
with the Center’s horticulturists to
tind out what you can do in your
native plant winter garden. Then,

attend one of the tree planting
demonstrations at 11 a.m. and

2 p.m., each followed by a tour
fed by tree experts. Join us for thls
ook at all T :
the things &
youcan ¢
do with
native
plants in
winter!
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Exercise Your Mind

Tt might be too chilly to jog or swim laps, but 2
long winter night is the perfect time to curl up with
a good gardening bock Don’t forget to take your
10% member discount off the imdicated prices: To
order, use the form.

A Guide to Wildflowers in Winter:
Herbaceous Plants of Northeastern
North America, Carol Levine. Unique
guide to Northeastern nonwoody plants.
587 species, 391 iilustrated with line draw-
ings. Paperback. 327 pages. $20.00.

The Native Plant Primer: Trees, Shrubs,
and Wildflowers for Natural Gardens,
Carol Ottesen. A comprehensive, practi-
cal, region-by-region gardener's guide-
book. Lavishly illustrated with 500 color
photographs. Hardback. 368 pages.
$50.00.

Pods: Wildflowers and Weeds in Their Roadside Plants and Flowers: A
Final Beauty, Jane Embertson. This lovely — Traveler's Guide to the Midwest and

book focuses on a forgotten season. 450 Great Lakes Area, Marian S. Edsall. A
color photographs show how to identify quick and easy guide to more than a hun-
pods correctly and appreciate a faded dred roadside plants and fiowers, each
flower. Paperback. 186 pages. $18.00. with a color photograph. Paperback. 143

pages. $14.95.

: Don t Forget Your Membershlp Card!"_

. \When you \nsﬁ; the Wlldﬂower
:Center please have your member- -
:."shtp card handy to show the gate
__ai‘tendant Ifyou need areplace:
‘ment card; call the. Membership. -
_Offsce at (512) 292+ 4200 ext. 126
StWO 6 three weeks prlor to your
Visit, Thank you for your member-
:sth and partlc:ipaﬁon e

ZINATIONAL WILDFLOWER RESEARCH CENTER

=1 4800 LA CROSSE AVENUE,

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78739

# Membership Information, call (512) 292-4200
5% Wild Ideas: The Store, call (512) 292-4300
# Ceneral Information, call (512) 292-4100

gg' The Wildflawer Center is a member of Farth Share of Texas.

Earth Share

Grow Native!

Volume 14, Number | January/February 1997

Periodicals

Postage Paid at . :
Austin, Texas

.: Frinted on recycled paper.




