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Wildflowers Across America .

by Lady Bird Johnson and

Carlton B. Lees I
Abbeville Press, 288 pp, 1988. -

Wildflowers Across Americaisa

' Iav1sh1y illustrated book that success-

fully combines inspirational writing
with technical information. Co- -
authored by Carlton Lees, an expert
horticulturist, and Mrs. Lyndon B.
Johnson, a name synonymous with
beautification and the environment;
this book proves to be well re- -
searched. Although enough horticul-

tural information exists to serveasa - .
basic text for' a freshman horticulture -

class, with over 200 spectacular

~. photographs and words of inspira-
tion from Mrs. Johnson,; it also makes .-

a lovely edition for dlsplay on a
coffee table. - —

The authors collaborated it & spe(fial.-
way, by complementing each other’s.

expertise. Mrs. Johnson's writing is -
- filled with personal impressions and
memeories. She writes of her suc-
. cesses and failures at growing-
wildflowers and her driving desire to
- know more about how to propagate
some of her favorite species. Special
* highlights include an insightful '
.- -account of her work in the White

- House and how the beautification
movement started with the Commit-
‘tee for a More Beautiful Capital, and

. culminates with her current work

‘with the National Wildflower Re-
search Center. She writes in a poetic

but informative styie; whiéh feveals— e

the amount of time she has spent
observing wildflowers and learning
about the flora of different regions.

Carlton Lees provides historical and -

technical information about wild-

flowers. The detailed history of the .

wildflower movement includes
events from the founding of the first
Wildfiower Preservation Society, to
the emergence of the ideology
espousing the use of native plants
for ecological, rather than purely -
decorative reasons.* Technical -
information inciudes an explana-:.

tion and examples of the origin of -+

wildflowers, plant migration, and .
the effects of plant introductions. -
The chapter on plant’ explorers
of the past provides’ 1n51ght :
into the history of the.
American people as well
as pre-settlement native
plants. Any modern day
éxplorer will enjoy learn-
ing of the expeditions of
these early botanists.

The movement back to.
nature, including the
recent demand for more
“natural” produéts, has
further extended into
the landscape. As Lees”
phrases it, “Native trees,
shrubs, wildflowers, and grasses are

- being seén in a new light, not only as

roadside beautifiers and water and
labor conservers but as another
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expression of ‘the real thing’.”:

After reading this book, one should
have an understanding of the pos- ~
sible uses of wildflowers and native'-
plants in a planned landscape. Many~
people do not realize that developing
a meadow, roadside, or low-mainte- -
nance wildflower planting that both
restores and stabilizes the ecology of -
an area requires more than throwing

out seeds from a typical regional mix. =

Wildflowers Across America serves as- -
_an excellent resourceand
~should, in some way, edu=". .
.. cate all who read it

Antiie Paulson is the
.. Clearinghouse Coor-~

dinator and a resource
" botanist at the National .
Wildflower Research .
Center
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'-.‘"'Each spring the anti cxpatlon of
- wildfiowers in bloom catisesa® '
Tiremendous increase in the numbér |

_ daily. visitors throughotut the yeat,
- but between eariy Aprilandlate-
" May, they come’by-the biss load:
We Took forward to,this Hme.: o
" because it provides us with an’op-
" portunity toshare what we-are: -

: '*One of the prlmary goals of the
~ Wildflower Center is to ediicate the
- “public about the neéd to conserve-

 flowers and native grasses, shrubs;.
“-and trees. Spring visitors to the:
+Center $ee anaudio-visual présenta-
tion, pick up free-factsheets; tour:
- our, green hotises, and-visit land-
“’scape plantings and testplots: We:

“wherewildflower identification’

+‘guidesiand books on native pIant'
1 propagating and Iandscapmg ar
avallaole for purchase

. Our entlre starf 15 mvolved m'our
“education program In addition to

" | ‘prepare fresh plant. displays and: the
”:_Clearmghouse keeps ‘the wildflower
. | fact sheets up-to-date’and available:
¢ | -Alarte Snider spends hundréeds of
| hourstin the gift shop seeing to the
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needs of our: v1s;tors whother they
“want to puichase a reference book; a
“Lgétof note cards, ora tee shirtasa:
.. reminder of their trip {0 the Center :

of visitors to the National Wilds " - _ %
- Barry Gore designs and prépares our: . year because of the timé and talents

 flower Research Center. We Have

- for the greenhouse and field tours.. . Carey, Jarie Leff, Lisa Rodmar,
"' Susan Leal answers hundredsof
- phone calls-each week from peop

~ wanting information or directions to.
R : . the Center.-Susan is tisually the first-.- -‘Zurmskz, Colleen O'Leary \/Iary

: f__doma thh several thousand people S
' = receptionist’s, desk niear the front

_ .Wendy ‘Wood; is'constantly in' -
- motion’seeing td.the grounds, the ap
- pearanice of the visitor's gallery, and
- amyriad of other details.: RL.

- Burnett, Tony Martinez;-and Stephen
- Briscerare Wendy's armsand legs in

- and réestablish our nation’s: wﬂd- G

'Coordmatmg the v 151ts,\§1ndmg :
“volunteers 1o act a8 docents, running

“also have a small beok and gift shop_.‘"':

- educational programis is the realm of

o volunteers m the natxon

'e'are onlv able to-handle thi
~thousands of- Spring visitors each

educational displays and makes’ Signs“_'i_ of volunteers Stephanie Little; Anne

L Marty. }ames, Waldi Browning;
i Bernice and: Bill S¢hinerr; Frankle
““Clark; Dale Albright, Melanie-
person to greet our visitors from her .- Bellamy; JoAnn Hornung; Catol -
i Sain, Lil Flaigg, Wanda Laicaster, .
Donald Nelson, Donita Haden, -
Eileen Irion; Patricia Hornsby, and

doors; Our Famhhes Director, -

'I_f you have been a visitor to'the S
Wildflower Center espec1ally inthe b
spring; 1 know! you will agree that: i

the-educalion program is inable
hands with our staff and: Volunteers :
If you have not yet come fora visit, -
we encourage you to give usacall: o
and: plana trip out to se¢ us next

the efficient operation: of our ning;
structures and 60 acres of crrounds

the'audio-visual show; scheduling
speakiiig engagements-away from:
the Center, meeting and greeting,
and taking caré of all the ngeds of

Pegoy Budd.: Officially out, Volun=
teer Coordinator, Pegdy also nandies 7 ___,-Northmgton
our Speaket’s Bureau; giving many of ~: PR.D:is “Execu
the local talks herself.- Ever cheerful - tive Director of
and-fudlof energy; Pegoy has res e National -
crizited what we feel is the most - Wildflower: -
Research Center

dedicateci and talented group of

%fgtwmg fo i

. More wildflower enthusmsts ]omed g

. ..: the National Wildflower Research- -

~ Center in the montkis of April and”

o May 1988 than joined in the first. -

three years of existence of the Wlld—
tiower Center. This outpouring of .

" interest has lifted the spirits of the

- staff and the Board of Trustees. Our _-
.. national membership is now over
12,000.

~ “Welcomel!” says Execulive Director
- Dr. David Northington. “Asa
botanst and wildflower proponent,
am excited by the interest shown in
this beautiful and hardy part of our
country’s landscape. The Center is

- here to help: so do write to the

“result of a direct mail campaign, ture.

embership

Clearinghouse to learn more about asking you to'j.oin the Center dﬁring S

how to plant, how to maintain, aﬂd this past April, please forgive us the - = '_
how to enjoy wildflowers.” . inconvenience and understand that it >
~ was a consequence of budget limita-" "

Most of our new members ]omed asa tions, rather than a wasteful expendi-.

which explained the programs and - R g S TR
goals of the Center. Unfortunately All of us at-the Center welcome and .~ -«

some current members received this. = thank all members for their support. .
mailing, as their names appeared on "~ and confidence. Members area.” i
the rented mailing ists. While it may  crucial support network throughout "~
be difficult to believe, it is less _ the country. You make wildflowers " ="
expensive to send direct mail pack- work! :

ages to a predictable percentage of .
current members than it is to have _ : R
their names deleted from rented lists Mae Daniller is Director of Membership,
using a costly computer program. So ~  Services at the National Wzi’dﬂower
if you received several mailings - Research Center.
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- with a bright scarlet, purple, or white .
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As warm summer breezes begin to ‘\/Iarch to! ’\/[ay, pamhng the landscape
- blow, it is easy to imagine the hot, . - with orange and yellow. Eschscholzia
arid lands of the southwestern . californica, the ever popular California
United States. Although this image =  poppy, though usually a bright orange
may evoke scenes of cactus to some, ©  can have yellow flowers. Named the.
for many it will bring to mind fields - * . state flower of California, this poppy.
of poppies in vivid color. Poppies ' gives visitors a colorful welcome: The
- grow from southern Utah, westto . - sap from E. californica was reportedly
California, and southeast toward ..~ .used by Native Americans as a treat- -
New Mexico and West Texas. The. ~~ mient for toothache. Eschscholzia
family Papaveraceae is made up of 25 - caespitosa is a small, I1ght-yellow poppy
genera, consisting of 200 species.* A .- found predominantly in California. -
common characteristic shared by - .~ The genus Eschscholzia is named after
most members of the poppy family is - Dr. J. F. Eschscholtz who lived from -
an acrid sap or latex, often yellow, ..~ 1793 to 1831. He performed duties-as a
orange or red in color, though - -, - surgeon and naturalist with Russian
' sometimes white or miiky. Popples ' expeditions to the Pacific Coast from

come in a variety-of vivid coIors
including white, gold, yellow, -
orange, red, and purple

' 1816 to. 1824.

. The genus Papaver has over 100 _
species located mostly in thenorth
temperate zone. In most of this ‘
genus, the latex is whitish or colored.

- The notorious Papaver sommniferum, or
--opium poppy, is a member of this .
genus. The flowers of P. somniferum &
may be purple, red, or white. The .- $&*

seeds of this plant are edible and also " The white prmkly poppy, Argemone "

Z'f- }u}y 9 ana UGS
" Growing Native; Plants; Bowman
CFEIL Wildilowsr Préserve, Wi
mgton Crossmg, Pennsv]vama
< Classes'cover propagating fro:
& cuitings and attracting wildiife
“withnative plants. Cont
Bowman’s Hitl Wildflower
Preserve, PO. Box 1(33 "'Washmg
- ton Crossin :

contain an edible oil. The opium, = - albiflora, blooms from March to June;. .

which is used for the production of E and can be found in open areas with -,

morphine and heroine, comes from © gravely soil from northern Arkansas -

the milky juice of the unrlpe fruit.. ~ and southern Missouri to Texas. The
. Although this poppy is widely . = genus Argemone has 12 species in the'- -

© cultivated, in the United States itis .. Americas, all of which have prickly - -Unive

- strictly controiled. Another member . . leaves and a yellow to orange sap. The 1287230
"7 of the Papaver génusisthe corn' .- . flowers can be wh1te yellow Iavender

" poppy, or Papaver rhoeas. This plant, .. or pmk

~ blossoms, flowers from Aprﬂ to ]une " The Papaveraceae farruly, WhICh
‘O contains showy flowers often growmg

" The genus Eschscholzm contams 12 =" “in barren, arid environments, brightens ..

species of poppies, mostly in western = up land where few wxldﬂowers will
North America. Eschscholzia mexi- -~ grow. - : :
cana, or Mexican goid poppy, can be.

found from West Texas to southern - . EIz'nor'Cmnk is a research horticulturist at .
Umversaty of Nebraska at:

Utah and California. It blooms from - the National Wildflower Research Center.
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.;:'Execuhve D;rector Dav1d K \Iortbmgton,
2 PhD. :

“Editor: Mae Damller ;
i Copy Editof:. Betly Ander on
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Pamela Alane Jones

Pamela Alane Jones, 25, a former
Wildflower Center research botanist,
died April 9, 1988 in Athens, Georgia,
from injuries received during a
motorcycle-pedesirian accident. .

Pam established the Wildflower
Center’s herbarium and native seed - -
collection, formatted the seedling
identification prograin, and designed
the Center's native plant landscape.

teer Iabor

~ Last fall, Pam entered the master’s” .
. program in landscape archltecture at-
- the University of Georgia. An. . .
accomplished student, she receéived -
an assistantship from the unzversfcy, -
and won a logo design contest for -

~outdoor classes:

“ Wﬂd‘lowers
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The Nahonai Wlldﬂower Research
- Center cotld ot function without, |
. its-dedicated corps of voliinteers
g Although most volunteers Tive in:
the Austin area, some-drive as far
-as 60 miles to gwe a day of volun—

_"The Volunfeers span all ages B
e Teenage boy scouts have planted::
“{rees and shrubs; and built benc:hes-;-
“and demonstration plots for

“e Two dynamic wildflower advo
‘Gates travel to area classrooms to
“speak abotit the car¥ and nurture o :

e Severai mature Volunteers wh I

stated %hey had no knowledge of, or
need fof computers; are now: o
enthusiastically entering data’i into”

the Wildflower Center’s computers
s Each'mionth ten members of the
Retired Senior Vohinteer Program’.
{RSVD). spend aday at the Centet;
5 ,'Workmg on membersth renewais

W herzsh alt of tbese pri
volunteers. Without them we eould
hot piant field plots; count seed- -
= hngs ‘mail products or process maﬁ
-as promptly or eff1c1ent1y ; ;

i Peggy"i Budd s Volunfee, Coording
soocatthe Natzanal Wildﬂower Research

Cemer

Georgia Landscape magaZzine: g

Qﬁﬁ' Memoe;‘sﬁﬁﬁ ﬁﬁygﬁsﬁwﬁﬁ Send ﬁ gzj‘t membe;‘shzgﬁ i‘o someone SﬁECEﬁzf; |

\/Iembers of th' NatlonaI Wzldﬂowe Research Center
Support wildflower work across:the niation. . You will recelve
Wzldﬂower, the néwsletter and: Wzldﬂower, ]oumal of the

- National Wildflower Reseirch Center,10% discount:on umque
. Center products, special advance notice 6f-and diséourits to:
Center semiriars, w;ldﬂower tours, a membershlp card'and =
priority tiandling of requests to the Centét’s Clearmghous
e of wﬂdﬂower mformation‘ :

L {:l $25 Suppo mg Membe Al pnvﬂeges hsted above
. C| $50 Siistaining Mémber: -Allof ihie above plus aset’ o

by spemally comnussmned wildflower: notecards: R
D $100 Key Membet. ‘All'the above pliis wzldfiower garden
e apron and invitatiohs tor spemal events, .

$250 Center Sponsor All the above pius annuai hmlted
- -editiomwildflower poster-.‘-- L -
C] $500 Tmst Member and- 1000 ene actor.

»plus specml privileges. i :
e Thank YouT Your contnb‘uﬂon is tax ded i hblet .he exfent penmtted by lau

_-AII the above

e Giﬁ G"z‘verl_._ -
‘I Namei__

: ) C1ty/5t/le
Gift Reczpzent

& Address:

o e\/lake your check payable to: NWRC"
: eMall to: Membership, National Wildflower Research |

Address; -

Fhone:.

Name:

City/St/Zip: —
Phone:

Center, 2600 FM 973 North, Austm, Texas 78725-4201
5/3

e National Wildflower R‘és‘éaf’ck_ Center
*-. 2600 FM 973 North, Atistin, Texas 78725-4201

L wATe AT o wAT

- Wildflowers Work!
" Volume 5, Number 3, July/August 1988

100% Recycled Paper

© - Second C.lass-. _
Postage Paid at
Austin, Texas




