The Newsletter o’f the"Natfonal Wildflower Resear(;h Center-

_range Ttesearch
program, the. =
NWRC is work-
ing to develop ™

. cooperative re-

search efforts in

-different regions-of the country. To date we.

are pleased to announce that wildflower

field trial plots are being established at the .
"~ following institutions: Farmingdale Univer-
- sity, New York under the supervision of Dr..
‘Dave Sanford; Clark Garden, New York

with Dr. Howard Frwin; Atlanta Botanic

Gardens, Georgia with Laura Martin; Calla-
-way Gardens, Georgia with Dr. Bilt Barrick;
Denver Botanic Gardens, Colorado with’

- Gayle Weinstein; and the University of -

North Dakota with Dr. John LaDuke.

These programs supplement our own field

plots here at the Center and at the LB]

- Ranch and those established last vear in
'cooperation wéth Texas Tech University

IfYou

ant

sedple fromr alt ﬁfty states are on the
Wildflower mailing list. The newslet-
ter is offered as a membership bene-
- fif, however many donors and inter-
estecl wildflower lovers are also on the list. -
Due to the increased expense of mailing

~to such a large constituency, we wili need to
limit the size of our mailing beginning with

. | the Winter 1986-87 issue of Wildflower.

To find out whether you are a member
or donor, and will continue to receive out
news, take a look at the mailing label, Tf it-

_ has an asterisk prior to the eight digit num-
- ber printed on the upper left comer of the

s part Of our fong

0%@ of |

“Center at?]un'étion with Dr. ]im Wangberg,

and Sduthwest Texas State Univetsity and
the Federal Fish and Wildtife Fish Hatchery
at San Marcos, Texas wich Dr. Paci Fonteyn
and Dr. Ed Schneider.

As we gain new information fror 'thése‘
projects, our ability to provide guidance in
the establishment and management of na-
tive plants in these regions of the courtry
will be substantially improved. Through aur
Clearinghouse, our newsletter and our new

“journal, we will disseminate this

information.

fabel, you will continue to receive the news-
letter. However if there is no asterisk on the’
label, you are hot a member or donor and -

* from this winter we will no longer be able

to include you in our mailings,

We know you will want .to continue to re-
ceive all our news and wildflower itforma-
tion. Please take the fime to fill ouz a .
membership-application for your annual
membership and mail it to us today, to en
sure being counted as orie who cares about
our wildflower heritage, for now and the -
generations to come! %
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A special thanks to the following seed
companies who have been supportive of dur
research efforts and have donated seed to’ be
used in these field trials

Applewood Seed Company, Arvada Colorado_ 5

Environmiésital Seed Producers, Ei Monte, -
"California - _

INPL, Inc: {formerly Native Plants Incorpo-
.tated) Salt Lake City, Utah . :

Clyde Robin Seed Company, _Hayward
California . -

- 388 Seed Company, Santa Barbara Cahfomla

Wildseed, Inc., Houston, Texas. 0

B The National Wildflower Research Center is .
open vear round for tours, and visitors are assured
a cordial welcome to our facilities. .
If you are planning a trip to the Austm atea; please
* coine out. Call {512) 929-3607 for tour inforrma-
tion from March through May, and (517,) 929‘3600

the remaining months of.the year. -

Have you seen our Public Serv:ce Announce- o

ments aired in your tefevision areal If you have;

please let us know by dropping a postcard to the ..
Center in care of Deborah Mullins. Please list -
the date and time of the announcement and on -
which station it was aired. The PSAs are bemg
distribuited across the nation'to targeted markets,




Summer 1986522

request. of the Informaticn Clear-

inghouse is fot our wildflower -

1 seed source lists. Regional and
state hsts of seed retailers are constantly up-

- dated, and a list of large seed eompanies
who market wildflower mixes is also
available.

The second question is usually which
_-seed company or seed mix do we recom-. .-
~-mend? Because we are a non-profit research
. organization; our policy is not to endorse
“any company of product over anothier: How-

- ever; since we have planted test field trials
~ for most of the readily available mixes, we
do have some general recommendations
- based on our Tesults. -

- There are two basic phllosophles cu- -

- rently prevalent among seed companies. -
“There is the “natives only” approach -

+ usually found with smaller seed suppliers
~who field collect in their area and produce

“ mixes for sale locally. These mixes ofteni

- work vety well, but are not widely mar-
keted, and are not readily available to the

. general public. =

i, The other phliosophy isa shotgun ap- -

- _.._proach that includes seed of 20 to 30-or

~ tnote different species, some of which wﬁl

1 be successful in'any-area of the coumnr

" even though only a few might grow wild'in.
" a particular area. Qur field trials have

~-clearly indicated that wildflower species na-
tive to an immediate region are more suc-

-

\

N ood news! In mid-February the Center
T acquired additional office space. Phe-
” nomenal growth had-us bulging out
all four sides of the present offices; which
ate just two years old. The 2,800 square
foot, eight year old second building is-on’ -
* loan from Bank of the Hills, Austin where
it was the original barnk building. As the
bank has grown and moved into new
. offices, they had no need for this 40 foot x
. 70 foot prefabricated structure,
On February 5 at 4:30 a.m. the buit dmg

- arrived at the Center on trailers and cut in -

three pieces, under police escort. Within -
three weeks it was set on cement piers,
ioined together, and electrical and plumb-
ing work completed.

ithout 'question, the most ireguent

cessful than in- -
1. In addition, those
few non-indigenous -

species that do

flower-and bachelor -

vear but do not ap-

cessfully. Again,

Dr. Davzd Noﬂthmgton mam? seed compa: .

nies’ goal is fora

good, show from' these and other annual§
. that will-reseed successfully and will be's sup-
" plerented by perennials that will add to”

the display in the second and subsequent
years,
Most of the large seed: producers are now

.moving toward the “natives only™ approach

by preparing regional mixes that include.
fewer total species, with a higher percentage
of those included being native to some or

most of the geographic area for which the -
mix is designed. This regional-division may

vary from designing mixes for only two ..
regions, eastern and western United States,

'KO a5 many as nire or ten areas such as_.

southwest, southeast, midwest, northeast,
northwest. We are encourdged by-this de-
velopment and although these regional
mixes are still baséd oni'the shotgun philos:
ophy of wanting to provide as high.a likeli-

hood of success as passible, this is cleazly a

step in the right direction.

The best quality control over what you -

purchase is ultimately you, the consumet.

New Buﬂdmg
Provides

Growth Area

Addmoml space zs a boo"f;-:_

- fous.
Dr Dawd Northmgton

~

troductions by3two.

flower such as corn-

button, can produce -
a good show. the first .-

pedr to reseed suc-

[deally, you should try to find out as com- -
plete answers to the fol lowmcx quest10ns as
possible: .

& What wildflower species are included in
the mix and which 6f these are 1ndlgenou5
to your area! Some companies include a

species list on the packaging and you will

have to look up which are indigenous.

} What percentage by volume of the total
mix is each of the species, and is there in-
expensive bulk seed included as a high per-’

"I centage of the mix? -

What percentage of the matenal in the

"~ packagé is seed versis'other inett material,
such as chaff and other pleces of non'seed
© plant parts?- - -
8 What is the germmatlon test” resuft for
each species? A lower germination rate indi-

cates more of thar species needs'to be in-
cluded for a reasonable chance of agood
stand of flowers. - '

Qur advice is to begin’ the purchasmg
process early and determinie as many of -

 these factors as possible by obtaining seed

catalogs, making phone calls to'the pro--
ducers, and researching which species shiould
do well in your area: After comparison
shopping, purchase. your seed and plant’ an
area using approptiate ground preparation, ",
seeding technique; and-establishment proce-
dures. All this information is available as. .. |
fact sheets from. our Clearinghouse. Evalu-™
ate your results and plan future plantings
accordingly. Plan, plant;/be patient and be. *

* persistent, the results are well worth the

effort! E:%;

" The biﬁ[dirfg ha':s_ been placed at right an- |
gles to the stuthern end of the existing

* building, with-an 8 foot enclosed watkway

joining-the two. The larger job-of intericr

_reconstruction has taken longer, but we are -

now completely moved in to the portions of
the building made reddy for occupancy.-

The development office; public media,_
voluriteer activities, herbarium, research
labs and offices have been moved into these
new quarters. This has cleared our educa-
tional gallery, long used for-offices, and -
provided much needed space for our library.
and clearinghouse activities, as well as more .
than tripled cur research space and volun-
teer work area. -




Celebrations!

(A) May's Galveston Island Hearts & Wild-
flowers event featured the inspired perfor-
mances of NWRC Co-chairman and
legendary actress Helen Hayes; Round Top
{ounder, pianist James Dick; treasured opera
grande dame Dorothy Kirsten; and play-
wright, director, and film producer Horton
Foote. (B} Trustee Beth Calloway and hus- |
band Bo of Colorado take rime with Lady
Bird Johnson during the May house party at
the LB] Ranch. (C) NWRC Member Lil
Flagg with Dr. David Northington at the
Spring Festival Open House for members in
Aptil. (D) June’s Volunteer Party had every-
one lining up for good food: Popeyes

Velma Lee Guinn.

Chicken Mike Blackwood serves volunteer £

July 17, 1986 —Wildflouer ldenifi

*Leamn to identify 1,200 species of

" tion Director, Box 1334; Alpine, TX |-
| 79831 (915)837-8370, 1o

 Auguist 7-9,71986.~ Third Anmial

— Edible Wild Plants Workshop and

sity of Urah, Salr Lake Ciry, UT 841_%2_.’
“Thanks!

published our rieeds list in’ the
* Winter 1985-86 Wildflower. Due

' to popular demand we ‘are: again’

‘have scmething you wish to do:

 gifts are tax deductible to the " -

Summer 1986.-%)3

cation Seminar at the State; Arbore-
tum of Utah; Salt Lake City, Utah.

plants of the Wasatch Mounzains:
Contact: The State Arhoretum of
Urah, Building 436, University of
Utah, Saft Lake Ciry, UT 84112,

July 26, 1986 —Home Landscapiig:.
Micmhﬂbimtsl‘, Rock Work and Low-*-
tech Greenhouses at the Chihuahivan

Desert Research Institute, near Fort
Davis, Texas. Contact: CDRI Educa-

\

o

Conference an Landscaping with Na-.
tive Plants in' Cullowhee, North -+~

Carotina. Contact: Dr. im Horton,
Western Carolina University, _

Department of Biology, Cutlowhee;
NC 28723.

August 9 and September 13, 1986

Feast at the State Arboretum of
Utah, Salt Lake City, Urah. Led by
seasoned collector to marshes, foot-
hills, and canyons to collect edible
plants. Contact: The State Arbore-
tuint of Utah, Building 436, Univer~

- guin, a greteful thank you
- toall-of you'who donated. |
so gemerously after: we

listing some items from-our =
needs fist. - . L i
New carpeting and-office fuz--.
niture for four-offices in research | -
wing; five window air condition-
ing units; color TV for use with
VCR.; two lovely director’s -2
chairs fot editor’s office; VCR .
camera and battery. pack..~. "
Our list is long, so call: if you

nate which is not listed above .
but you feel we may need. Your:

extent allowed under federal and

state laws and all contributions.
o A2

ate greatly appremated.‘%;i L




Journal Planned
For Winter '86-'37

s we briefly announced in the last issue

of Wildflower, we are planning a new

- 4 Apublication. As yet unnamed, it will
be 2 6" x 9", 32-page minimum, journal

designed to provide an outlet for.research -

information on wildflowers written for pub-

lic consumption and application,

University researchess, botanic garden: _‘
~ professionals, horticulturists, the nursery in- 2] |-
-~ dustry, land planners and-tandscape._- 3
-+ designers, our own fesearch staff, and others
-+ from related fields and government agencies
- will be invited to subm[t manuscnpts for .

) ‘publication. -

Unlike most techmcal journals thae pub
lish articles, written by professionals jna . -

cipline, our journal will be for everyone in-
terested in the conservation; propagation
and use of wildflowers and native grasses,
shrubs, and trees.

We welcome your suggestions for sub]ects

you would find of great interest and a name

. for this publication. Look out for the first
issué in the mail this winter, 774 .

given field of interest for others in that dis-

< Executive Director: Dr: David Nowchinigton
=4 Agsociate Diteeror: Caro!yn Curtis
|+ Editcrs Mag Denifler
- A?t Dzrecto' Deborah \{ﬂll

-+ Reseatch Centez: It s finaricedthtough cintributions™ -
- fré friends, Matenai contamed Herein may be feprinted

“with thé sroper written: ac!mowledgement of thie edito
= Address all correspon&ence to Wildflowsr \Iatlonai :
£ Wildflower Ressarch Ceniter; 2600 FM 973 Notth Al
tln TX 78725

tte: of the- National, Wildf

‘Botanist On Board

nnie Paulson, our resident resource
Abotamst has joined the advisory "

board of Xeriscape, Austin. The. -
board, which is administered through the

Resource Management Department of the

City of Austin, has as its major goals water

- and energy conservation through the estab-
-+ lishmerit of crearive landscapes in Austin
| and the surrounding utility districes, We ™

- congratulgte her on this additional appoint-

. ment and her service to the commanity. i
-you are interested in establishing & Xeri- -

“ scape PIOgRA i your area, write to the Na-

" tional Xeriscape Council, Inc., 8080 South

Holly, Liteleton, Colorado 80122 (303)

| _.‘7?98864@ ST

Leml

00850 Sustammg Member
E 3500 Trust Member

Natmm[ Wx[dﬂowev Researcb Cente}*

2600 FM 973 North
Austin, TX 718725
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