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"~ A highlight of many visitors® tour of the facilities ‘at the National -
~ i~ Wildflower Research Ceriter is to”inspect the modern greenhouse built -
-this past spring with a generous grant from the Meadows Foundation. -

© According to Executive Director, Dr. David Northington, “The.’
greenhouse ‘enhances the capabxhtles of the Center’s research into ger-
‘mination rates and seedling identification; which will aid us in pro-
ducmg more reliable resuits for Xardscapmg with wildflowers.”
"The elegantly proportioned, English-style aluminium greenhouse is
20 feet by 48 feet, with an inside are a of 960 square feet. Doors lead
intothe greenhouse from each end, and are sufficiently large o allow
through a cart carrying'flats. The roof consists df Tuffak Twinwall,
which is ten times stronger than the conventionalty used tempered glass,
and also reduces the effect of plant burn. The possibility of sumimer
plant burn is further reduced by the shade systern which has a 63%
shadg factor, to protect the plants frem the mtense heat of the Texas
. summer sumn. -
~ The heating system cuts costs from that of a conventional system
. by 50-75 percent. The novel use of two infrared radiant heaters with

100 percent antomatic gas and air safety shut-off provides this feature. - ~

The cooling system consists of two coolers rated 350cfm placed oppo-

, site the exhaust fan. They are made specifically for greenhouses and

" contain a liner to trap dirt and dust which protects the young seedlings.

These coolers work in conjunction with the ventilation and evaporative
systems, and allow for total user-conirol. . '

Six. indjvidual watering zones can be mamtamed by the 1rr1gation

“ ystern, which consists of dew hoses, ooze headers, and a long header ' :
.- system. Each of these is based on the drip irrigation model, and allows -+
~ distribution of water at specific times in controlled amounts. Automati¢ ©. -

[ -

On a clear fall d\ay, there are plants that appear to be ablaze with
color, With bright red-orange foliage set against a green hillside, sumacs
do appear to be on fire. Much of the visual impact is imparted by the
long fern-like compound leaves with their many narrowly ‘pointed
Ieaflets. o )

. Proniounced as either “sue mack” or “shoe mack,” the genus Rhus
-contains about 250 species in the temperate and tropical regions of the
world and several species are native to North America. Most sumacs

_are shrubs or small trees that prefer open, sunny habitats. Surhac is
-common aleng roadsides throughout the southern United States and
is sometimes considered a-weed in the southeast becauge it is so
prevalent,

1t is not just the color of the leaves in the fall that make sumac so
attractive. During the summer clusters, of vellow or cream-colored

" stable’ heating and cooling, which allow controlled conditions, should
- greatly; enhance research on wildflowers from Texas-and couid serve

%EJ Eéﬁeeéer on @Ee %ﬁée '?:_:5_

: _ by David Northmgton

=

David Thomas -~ .

The Greenhouse on a mellow winter day.

timers may be set to facilitate and control the watermg Thlrty smrdy _
redwood tables covered with flats and pots are spaced throuvhout the -
greenhouse. - L
Botanist Pam Dwiggins has sown countless seeds jato ﬂats and’ pots o
using commermal miixes and seed harvested from- open spaces. The :
results of fesearch using the. comhmatlon of automatic watering and "

as a model for wildflower. research in other reg]ons -of the country

‘5' .: - .: ro REP PRI

flowers bloom and are foilowed'by bright red to rust-colored berries. -
These are set off against the glossy green leaves that later turn bright -
orange and red. Sumac thrives in the poorest of soils, and tolerates’,
extremes of heat, cold, and drought. Several species of Rhus are ¢om-
mercially availeble as propagated stock, which is both ecologically more’
desirable and is usually more suceessfuliy established than plants dug
from the wild. ; :

. Flame-leaf sumac, R. lanceolata, has the most vivid leaf colors m'
the fall. It also has whitish flowers and rust colored berries that rémain '
after the leaves finish turning. R. aromatica is known as lemon sumag.
or as fragrant sumac. With pale yellow flowers providing a sweet per-
fume in the summer, R. aromatica leaves also change from shiny dark-
green to shades of orange and red in autamn. R. virens is an example
of a species that does not change leaf color.

continued on page 2
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Dir ector’s %?ie%@fé
Dr. David \’orthmﬂton ’

One of our primary research goals at the Center this past year has
been 1o evaluate the commercially gvailable wildflower sead mixes. -
We need to know answers to the following questions to ensure usefuI
results from the field plot studies: - -

1. How best to prepare the ‘ground for seedmo‘?

. What seeding rate gives the best flower density?.. .
. What is the most effective seeding teehmaue" DR :
. When should seedmg be done?. . - _ﬂ '

. Should supplemental watering be. provzded"

. Which species work b\_st? _ S '_ it
S When to mow? Tl e i s

N A B W

8‘.-_.‘How weil do wﬂdﬁowers reseed themse]ves for the next year"_l_ i

. Several of these quest:ons were discussed in ouf Sprmg 1985 issue’ "::

Of Wildflower. All our findings aré being developed info fact sheets

that are available through the NWRC clearmghouse (ror further mfor—

mation see elsewhere in- this newstetter. ) .
Previously discussed results, 2 brnef reeap

-, Ground preparatmn should provide access to the seil for the' seed R
tilling or flail mowing-at a ground. contact setting works best. The '’
" seleding rates recommended by the seed ;Jroducers appear fo give the: "
best densities: Mechanical seeders provide a more even seed distribu-

tion than scattering seed by hand; rake the seed into'the soil foliowing

fall should be supplemented for Best resuitﬂ
. Further findings;

- seeding. Fall seeding, especially in the southérn half of the couniry,”
"is the most efficient and successful. If fall rains are light, watering 1"
increases germination success; less than average winter and sprmg rain- o

o i The most dramatlcally consistent’ results that held frue for every mix.
we tested was that species indigerions to the local area worked better .
" than aon—:ndzgenous species bj—approxnnately 3 to 1. This means that R

© if eight species successfully flowered, six of them were species tnat:'__.‘ )

. grow wild in the area; and only two were 1nd1gen0us to pther areas . e

AL e

- "of the country.

, . Equally signific cant in‘a dlfferent way is th"f approxmatg}y 8{) p\_r__i g
' cem of the unsuccessful species in‘the seed mix were not mdlgenous'.- e

" th the local ‘area. Another way of looking at thé data is that if ; amix. -

-~ chntains twenty-eight species, and twenty fail to successfully establish

- and flower, sixteen are found wild in some other area of the. country,

only four are local. It is understandable that some local sp\.exes are..:

“ unsuceessful as soil types vary within a loca) area.

- . Our recommendation is to purchase a seed mix with the hlghest per- -".
* centage of wildflower species indigenous to the immediate area. Gener- |

ally these are regional mixes developed for specific geographicat areas
- of the country, instead of an ‘approach that attempts to provide a szngle

*. mix for half or inore of the United States. Add to this recommenda-- .-
tion pur suggestion to comparison shop for both the best price per vnit., -
welght of seed and the best germination test ratings, and the potemlal L T

Sources of Native: P]ants/Seea, Resource Peopie and Orgam—

" for successful wildflower establishment is enhanced.

. If you know of any compfeted studies in your own area, please let -
=" us know about them and their resufts, By tiow we have completed sow=. 1
" ing the Center’s test plots for this Spring. We hope to further substan—ﬂ"-; o
", tiate our results, follow these plots through a second year and d]scover

- aew ways o propagate wﬂdﬂowers successful]y

- Nature’s Demécracy.
The wildfiower BRI
meadow . U Lo- RURFURIAIEN
" is nature’s best example SN
o~ of a plural N
Cosociety A
~living in peace. -~

by George H. A![e}z‘ “

g

contintied from page I

Althohgh they are more common in the southeastern states, smooth

* sumac (R. glabra) and dwarf sumac (R. copallina) are also attractive

members of the genus and deserve consideration in landscaping plans,
If the sumac of your choice is niot available as fursery stock, you can
use a spade 10 cut outer shoots from a spreading cluster in the wild.

" This wili alow the plant to remain ia its naturat setting while providing

you with transplantable shoots that have a.developed root system. Before-
. doing this, check whether your state has a policy against taking cutiings.
- Simply cut straight down between the outside sucker shoots and the .

. mother plant to separate them and then cut around the new shoots to . -

* remove them from the soil. Keep the roots wrapped in damp newspaper
" and out of the sun and replant the same day if possible. As with any’

_ shrub or free, natzve or introduced, the first year requires regular deep

watering for successful root establ ishment. (}nce established, howeaver,
sumac requires no fertilizing,. spraymfy or watermo beyoné average :

" rainfall o thrive.:

There is one Spacies of sumac that is to be avmded R wvernix or
poison sumac can produge a poison ivy-type rash. In fact, poison vy,

Toxicodendron radicans, is so closely related that it has also been
“ classified as a-member-of the sumac genus, R. foxicodendron. Like

o 'poff Jn vy, poison sumac prefers wet thickets and bogs and is found

SRR ﬁe&rm‘gﬁewe -Wgﬂe&ﬁewer %‘ae%s

from the wcods of cast Texas t‘nroughout the eastern half of the United
- States. - ; "
Whether vou appreelate surtiacs by éerg i the country during the

-

" fall or use them in landscaging, “they provide texture and color -

unsqualled by niost non-native landscaping plants. As important as its
* beauty, sumac’s hardiness and low maintenince "nakes it an cutstand-

e 1ng chmce for usé in iandscap\.s

! :

The Nat:onal thdﬂower Research Center cIearmghouse prov1des
fact shests to aid you inyour wildflower plantings. New fact sheets .
for all states are constantly being developed and updated. The clear-

' mghoas staff would appreciate hearing. from you with information

0 SeCG SouTces, resource people, and wildflowers that flourish in yolr -~
area. This mformanon will enable the clearinghouse to become a greater
help to all wildflower enthusiasts across the country.

To obtain the following information write to: Clearinghouse, National
Wildflower Researcn Center, 2600 FM 973 \Ior?th Austin, TX 78723~

,

%‘astSheets EER

v

zationis—available for ail states.

" Seed Growers Producirg Regional M:xes avaﬂab]e for all states.

" Large-scale Planting —pertinent to all states.

- Gardehing and Landscaping with Wildflowers— —pertinent to all states.
Wiidflower Bibliography— —pertinent to ali states.
“Recommended Species—available for Ceniral Texas.
-Planting Bluebonnetsﬁavaﬂabie for Texas.
Wﬂdﬂower Bibhograp‘ly avaﬂable for Texas

Bﬂ_Wlﬂ'l the preg}er wntten ac’{now}edgement of
Al correspond_en\,e 0 Wﬂdﬁowex, Nat:onal
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Portola Valley Ranch—Country Living in the West -

Portola Valley Rasnch is an innovative housing development situated
" on 450 acres of gently rolling hills with majestic oaks in Portola Valley,
California, about 30 miles scuth of San Francisco. This environment
offers the unique blend of grassy open space and enduring woodland.
This “forest edge” quality attracted Joseph Whelan, the developer of
the site when he purchased the property in 1974.

Portela Valley Ranch was first proposed in 1975 when the enviro’n-
mentally sensitive Whelan approached the sown detailing plans to
.develop a residential community blending in with and leaving the hatural”
landscape .as untouched and open as possible, and following the
"guidelines of the Portola Valley General Plan. Eight years of trend

setting planning efforts followed this initial discussion involving a
multidisciplinary team of landscape architects, land planners, architects,
attorneys, economists, geologists, engineers, and naturalists.

The collective efforts of land owner, town planners, and consuitant
‘team have prodiced an award-winning planned community mvoivmg
205 smgie-famﬂy homes. These homes are situated on seventy-six acres -

* ‘with the remaining 375 acres of prlstme oak woodiands designated as
. open space. “The oak woeodlands remain the dominant ezlvronmcntai
Cfactor in site planning and design. - | ©

The half-acre residences are clustered into cul- de -sacs, below the -
view ridge line. This leaves 156 acres of open space flowing between _
the homes. The remaining open space is administeréd by the home-
OWRers association as a nature preserve, with 17 miles of hiking, jog-.
ging, and biking trails wmdmg throughout the shared undeveloped area.

The idea of the project is for the homes to coexist in harmony. with ~
nature. Streets and houses were sited before property Hnes were laid,
aliowing thém to fit comfortabiy amoitg the big oaks, rock outcrops,
anid other local landmarks. Only native California piants may be used
for landscapmg, with planting to follow the natural habits of natira:
Trees are planted in groves, shrubs in natural groupings, crosssnc prop—
erty. lines without f\,nr'e lines o1 hedges.

Each homeowner received a landscape plan from landscapﬂ arcmtect .

Naney Hardesty, which is suited to the individual site-and the availability -
of native pIaﬂts in Bay Area nurseries. Homeowners have been fur- .
ther assisted in managing their Iandscapes with “Nature Notes,” & uni- -
que quartetly communique containing environmenizl mfornanon plant- .
ing techmques and fire management demgn criteria,

Nancy Hardesty, !andscape arckirecr_ for FPortola Valley Ranch.

£2coTns are gemnnatmg into seedlings under the hem&ge oaks:

S

A view ojiPon‘o!a_ Valley. Ranch., ' : I R, = K;- e

Drip 1mgat1on systems arg encourarr@d to sayport newly planted
natives for their first few years, and water figures indicate that the
consurnption of these homes is about one third of the arez norm for-
homes of that size. Rainwater is diverted into natural or developed..
. strearns, Tather than using storm sewers. Midsiream plantings of willow
and alder, and mxm—dams and broken rock, break the flow and en-
courage water to seep down into the soil, replenishing the subsuriace:

water table. For fire safety, a 30 foot zone around each home must - G

be mowed ‘or drip itrigated during the spring-to-fall dry season.

Several cther limitations protect the natural seiting: no toxic sprays,
10 watering under existing oaks, ali non-native pia.nts must grow in
containers and Hanging baskets. Since native plant foods are preserved, |
and water is available in ponds and streams, the wild birds and animals
remain part of the scene. Families are asked to keep only one pet, and"
bells on cats give birds fair warning! :

At this time approximately 170 homes have been comp}etcd The o .

community’s natural appearance mekes it seem that very little was
- disturbed to create peaceful country homes for modern families. The
project’s long term goals include good planning, preservation, and con-
struction te\,hmc;ues seund ecosystems management, satisfied home-
-owners, and a sasisfied town. In this community the view corridors
- have been preserved, poppies and lupines abound every spring, and

Lo
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National W;Edﬁower Research Center invites you
to Heonor special fr ienés with Gifr Vemoershsps

We will acknowledge your glft and notify your.

friends of their mem‘oershrp Return to: Membursmp Vo

, National Wildflower Research Center, 2698 F\& 973
Norh, Ausun TX 78725 '

G!ﬁ Gwer ;

Title/Namé -
~ Address :
" City/S/zip

Phone Numbe

Tltle/Name -
Address s

Clty/St/Zsp' :
Pl*on“x Number . S

0 $50 Sustairiing Member
i [3.5250 Centet Spbusor -+
[J-51000 Benefactor \ o

[ $25 Supponmg ’vlember
77 $100 Key. Member :
U 8560, Trust ’\/Iember L

oney order p«yabie k “\lWRC T

Please make §our chec::

‘Bankcard infor atio

Please provide the foildwing: mformatlo'l I yoz_ wrsh to charael : T

your membership donatron
O Visa

[

" .Card Number . Expiration date” .’

Name a5 it appears on the card (please-pring) - s

Sionature L S -

All gift membershrps recexVed by December 9 are guaranteed
acknowiedwemeot by CHristmas and we will try our best to :
acknowledge ali gifts received after that date before December 255 "

Your membership donation is tax deductible 10 the extent allowed
under” Federal and State Laws.” . .

Wéérﬁéﬁowee @erﬁer’

= - Notecards— $5

Invites You. . .
Membership Stretches Nationwide

Many."of you may have received an ‘invitation in the mail 1o becoms
a member of the Center this past riionth, If you are already 2 member,

we hope you have passed it on to an interested friend, and in that way: -

helped us to “Spread the word.” Please note thit the benefits offered
in the difect‘mail packet ate only available to those who respond to
that special offer. All other respondents will receive the Center's usual

. . . 3 .
National Mldﬂawer Research Cem‘ér sr&earshiﬁ."-

§;%§7 it Wrﬁa %’%’ﬁéﬁower ﬂCrﬁs

Ifyou wzsh to 01ve ¥ speczal gift thls year why oot consrder a Nat;ona.
Wﬁdﬁower Research Center T-shirt or. sweatshirt, hoth emblazonad -

- with'a rict of showy ink primroses, or a set of specially commissioned.
.. wildflower notecards by artist Rose Baxter?. T-shirt and sweatshirt are
+* available in sizes small, medium, large; and extra-large —please specafy
- the size you reguire. THe norecards come . in pac:cets of ten :
.0 A Teshiris—$12 : . S

Sweatshirts—$19 " ':..: .. e :.-!

The above prices inchude postage and nandl:ng All orders recerved

o by December 9 will be fulfilled by Christmas, and we will try our best

to mail orders received after that date before-Degembeér 25. Please send
orders to: National Wildflower Research Center, attn: lekl KI‘ISS

i 2600 FM 973 North, Austin, TX 78725.

‘_. . L

our mbershrp donati
f‘each level: of memi}e

:D 325@ Center: Spongo

11 beméfits for the various levels of membersiup, which begin at $25. We
**- hope -this membership drive will. add substanna}iy to the 3 000 .

" loyal supporters who have ;omed the Center, many of whom have also

o renewed theu members?np for a second year. s

s
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Washington Weekend
,\ - of Wildflowers

“All Eyes on Wildflowers

A coalition of seven groups interested in wildflowers and native piants

co-sponsored a symposium, All Eyes on Wildflowers, at the National

* Arboretumn in Washington, I3.C. onf September 28, for approximately -

150 interested participants. NWRC trustee Bob Lederer, Vice Presi-

dent of the American Asscciation of Nurserymen organized the ail-

day symposium which featured: Barbara Emerson past-president of .

" Garden Writers’ Association of America; Dr. David Northington, Exe-

cutive Director, National ‘Wildflower Research Center; Dr Linda

. McMahan, Coordinator, Plant Conservation Program, the World

Wildlife Fund— U.S.; Carlton Lees, the Horticulturat Society of New

York; Gordon W. Chappell,. the Colonial Williamsburg Founda-

tion; and Cele Burrel, Curator, the Fern Vai ley U.s. Nanonal
‘Ar’ooretum e S

- cultivation, and research in the northeast. Estabhshmg a wildflower

- Each speakér covéred dlfferént issues concem;ng Wzldﬂower ise; L

.

" landscape in that area of the country reqiires special techniques and: " ™
- species selection. Northeastern meadows are best when composed pre- .
dominanily of perennpidls. Various approaches {o annual mowing were’
.discussed, as well as management techniques tsed to control the inva-
‘ston.of woody plants. The need for more research was stressed in every
presentation.

i i Wzldﬂowers " Washington D.C. September 28, 1985,

‘Highways and %yw&gﬂe

for flowering dogwood —bloomed with crown vetch on the hilisides,
coreopsis, dainty Queen Anne’s lace, and purpie loosestrifes.

The policies that are responsible for these lush displays began with
the encouragement and hard work of “Operation Wildflower,” a pro-
ject of the Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs. Its members sowed.
seed in plots along selected highways in the mid-seventies, then left
the state responsible for a maintenance program of spreading
‘wildflowers along all the state’s highways.

The highway depar[ment s policy is to cat the turf only at the imme-
diate edge of the highway in a strip 4 to 6 feet wide. The remaining
area of the righis-of-way is allowed to bloom into fuli wildflower
beauty, with minimal use of herbicides to treat only the most invasive
imported species. The entire rights-of-way are crepped in autumn, to
redistribute seed and keep out numerous weedy.irees. Keep an eye
on Virginia, their deliberate management of witdflowers is sure to,create.
a finer colony of wildflowers each season! :

) Look out for abundant displays of witdflowers along the roadsides
. nexs spring in Virginid. Last spring and summer the state —best known

: Carlton Lees and Gordon Chappel! speakers at "All Eyes on -

L

.

“An Afternoon in the Country,” Middleburg, Virginia, Seﬁrémber 29'/'
1985. From left to right: Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sc]zteﬁer Lady Bird Johnson,
Mr. & Mrs. Fm/v Korth.. = . | e -

Arz Aﬁ’ernoon m rhe Country

Secreaary of Trarzsportanon Elizabsth Do?e and Senator Robert Dole )
Senator and Mrs. Lloyd Bentsen, Senator John Warner, Governor and ;
Mrs. Charles Robb and over 300 others enjoyed dn Afternoon in the- .
Country at the Middleburg, Virginia home of Governer and Mrs.
Averell Harriman on September 29. The benefit for the National
Wildflower Research Center was organized by co<chairmen Mrs. Bob
Schieffer and Mrs. Fritz Korth and coordinated by trustee Bess Abeil,
On the spacious grounds were tents filled with displays of wildflower
theme gifts and tables set with cloths of wildflower. fabric by Harry
Hinson. Master of ceremonies for the event was Congressman Jake'
Pickle, who expressed the appreciation of the assembied peopie for
the work Lady Bird Johnson is doing to bring the use and appreciation
of wildflowers and native plants into focus. Proceeds from the event’
are expected to be approximately 550, ()00 R . \

From ﬁgﬁ’ﬁe Mﬁﬁ%@% o
Confererces, workshops meetings, Symposza

e January 15-17, 1986="The Role of Landscape Heter'ogeneity' ih-' '
. the Spread of Dlstumance at the University of Georgia, Athens; .-
Georgia. Contact: Dr. Monica Goigel Turner, Institute of Ecelogy, L
University of Georgxa “ Athens, GA 30602 {404) 542- 2968

& - Jamiaty 1986 (date TBA) -Joint Meetmg of \Iew Jersey Natlve Plait -

. Society with the American Seciety of Landscape Architects/New:
" Jersey Chapter Contact: New Jersey Native Plant Society, P 0
Box 129512 Morristown;. New Jersey 07960

.1'

e : February 27 & 28, 1986 “Erosion Control Protectmg our Future _
" at the Doubletree Hotel, Dallas, Texas. Contact: International Bro-
sion Contrel Associdtion, P.O. Box 195, Pinole, CA 94564 0195
{415y 223- 2134,

e April 3, 1986 —-Wildflower Gardening Symposmm at Bentley Col- .'3_"1
lege, Waltham, Massachusetts. Contact: New England W]Edﬂower
Society, Hemenway Road, Framingham, MA 01701,

® May‘25 28, 1986 —National Council of State Garden Clubs Sprma '
Convention, Chicage, fliinois. Contact your local chapter for more
information. :

e June 22-26, 1986 —North American Prairie Conference at" Texas 7
Women’s University, Denton, Texas. Contact: Native Prairie ) _ﬁ'
Association of Texas, Texas Women's University, P.C. Box 22675
Denton, TX 76204.

Please submit information on your wildflower event to the Editor,

Wildflower, National Wildflower Research Center, 2600 FM 973 - -

North, Austin, TX 78725. . Lo
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Xeriscape—the new word in Landscaping :

by-Pam Dwigging

Maintaining beautiful landscapes is’ important to most home and
business owners, so is reducing water and energy costs. Guidelines
for achieving both simultaneously have now been brought together in
a new program called “Xeriscape,” steraming from the Gregk word,
“xeros”-meaning dry. City water departments and concerned actdon

groups around the coﬂmry have been adoptinU the program in an effort .
1o educate citizens in methods of conservmg water and eneray through_':

creative landscaping practices. ©

Water shortages are not indigenous to the southwestern Umtcd States ™

alone. Rapid population growth has created water demands that exceed

the amount of water than can be treated and d:stnbutcd cven in areas. ™ -
of the country where reserves are adequate; and eliminating wasteful’

water- usage- makes good sense for-ail regions of the couatry.

) Estimates show that between 40 to 60 percent of summer water 1isage -
" is deédicated to landscape maintenance. Waste can. b& eliminated by _
-adapting these basic Xeriscaping principles into landscaping practices:” =

—use of more effective and efficient irrigation systems and Water-

ing methods. To prevent excessive evaporation, water only in early .~

morning or late evening hours. By using drip itrigation systems, less.

*water is lost to evaporation and wind, and if used correctly, wasteful .
. puddling and run-off can be eliminated. Soil basins around the base SR
* of plants help hold water where its needed most.. :

—SOJ_E preparation o condition the soil and increase ns abmty to retam" N

.- water. Clay soil has a low water holding capacity because its particles

© posed of larger, fooser particles that help the water percolate GOWIl -

/

' are tiny and tightly packed, impeding the flow of water fo the plant
" root systems. These soils can be loosened by working sandy loam tap- .

s0il 6r organic materials into the ground. These materials are cot-

to root systems and retain it, preventmg run-off and waste.

_ ‘—use of mulch-also helps. soﬁ retain water Materials suchas gravei o

- straw, and bark chips appliedina 3t 4 inch layer on the soil surface °

will not only reduce evaporation but will also inhibit weed. growth;. "
“ L reserving water for de51reé plants. . :

. —useof low water demandmg plant mate a]s \Iatlve trees shrubs A
" gragées, and wildflowers are good choices because they are adapted
. to the natural rainfatl of the aréa and require less supplemental water- - =,
.- ing once they are well established. Other varieties of non-native, water-"" -
. efficient plant matenals are available at local nurseries. A cormon.

concern is that a Xenscape will have an ar[d desert appearance ‘Not

s0, alt of these plants provide a variety of coior texture, size, and .

" adaptations that can be casily utlhzed in beautiful, lush, creative Jand-
scape settmgs _ o _ o :

The Xeriscapé Eandscape of Steve Katz, Austin, Texas.: .

. Water savings of up to 60 ﬁefcent have beent r'épé{‘céd for established
: ,lawns that are predominantly Xeriscaped. Thirty percent savings are
- reported from homeowners ‘who have practiced only marginal Xenscape

teckniques. PamCIpantS have been delighted with both the savmgs and
the appearance of their landscapes. ©

Involved groups help spread the word in such’ Ways as plantmg public
demonstration gardens, sponsoring city-wide chscapmg contests, pro-
viding additional information on specxﬁc maintenance technsques and
recommending species of 1ow water usage plants suited for a Xeriscape
landscape, -

The program was criginated by the Denver Water Department and
has since spread . nationwide to other states including Caiifornia,
Nevada, Oregon, New Mexico, and Texas in the west, and reaching
to New York and Florida in the east. Ken Ball heads up the Denver
program and if you weuld like more information on how you or your

= community. can become involved, write to him at:

Conservation Program '

ox U Denver Water- Departiment. |
P.O. Box 80254 . . ©

Denver Co 80254, o
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