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Mark your calendar for the annual

Night of the Wildffowers:
Burlap and Blooms at the Backyard

. Saturday,
QOctober 15, 1994
The Backyard at Bee Cave
| (outside Austin)
Featuring Kelly Willis

Night of the Wildflowers, -

the annual fundraising
event of the National
Wildflower Research
Center’s Wildflower
Associates, will be held on
October 15, 1994 at the
Backyard at Bee Cave.

More than 600 people. will

gather in the natural

amph1theatre under ’the 3

oaks to enjoy regional
T as cu151ne, dancmg to .

" the music of Kelly Willis,

and a silent auction
featurmg get—away

vacations, arts and crafts, :

and more Tlckets__are $50

ship of about 90 actwe

per person and under-
writing opportunities are
available.” Please contact
the Center's Development
Office at (512) 929-3600, for
mere information and to be
added to the invitation list.
The Wildflower Assoc1ates
currenﬂy has a imi mber-

Austinites, w TVE .3
advocates for the W11dw :
flower Center throughout
the community Funds™

“raised by the Wildflower
_Associates are nsed for
“educational programs at

the Wildflower Center.
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Texas (see map).

but for now we’'d love to show you the buildings and
site and share our plans for expanded educational
programs. We hope you'll be among the first to see
our-new home at 4801 La Crosse Avenug, Austin,

Currently the site 1s not open to the public, but
we are making an exception for the Membership

New Site Prevaew Featured a't
Membership Open House

The Wildflower Center staff mvites you to a members—only VIP tour of the new facihity
during the annual Membership Open House and Ice Cream Social  Join us Thursday,
August 4, 1994 from 5:00 to 7.00 p.m., for a sneak preview of our beautiful new site in
southwest Austin  Take'a tour of the new facility-in-progress, register for exciting door
prizes, and enjoy an evening of bluegrass musicand Austin’s own Amy’ s Ice Cream '
Our Grand Operung is scheduled for April 1995,

To Downteiwn Austin
X 1S minutes

LOOP 1 (MOPAC)

WILLIAMCANNON

Open House. Please letus know if you are coming so

to attend Call our toll free number, 1(800) 925-1835,
and give our RSVP answering machine your naine
and the number attending {khmediate family
members are welcome.) The site will be cleared

and cordoned off to ensure your safety, however, all

we can comfortably accomodate all members wishing

vsmw.w *

NWRC NEW SITE

B SLAUGHTERLANE

HWY 35

w VELOWAY

guests will need to sign a release form Welook forward to seeing you!




The Waldflower Center Education
Department is co-sponsoring Camp
Wildflower! this summer with the Univer-
sity of Texas Qutreach Office. The two
week program is designed to teach young
Hispanic girls about native plants, the -
ecosystems in which they live, and teach
the girls the skills needed to help imiprove
the erivironment

CBS This Morning broadcasted hive from
the greenhouse during the Wildflower
Center’s busy spring season. Resource
Botanist Angela Bartori spoke with Harry
Smith about endangered plants and the
various non-endangered species growing
at the Wildflower Center.

The Discovery Channel mterviewed Educa-
tion Director Julie Barrett Heffington and
Horticulturist Denise Delaney for a feature
on wildflowers. Filmed on the Wald-
flower Center grounds, the interview 15
scheduled to air nationally in August

Publicity and Marketing Manager,
Patricia Alholn, attended an International
Marketmg Workshop in May sponsored

by the Texas State Department of Com-
merce Tourism Division. The workshop

focused on working with the tourism

industries in Mexico, Japan, Canada,

-Germany, and the United Kingdom.

The Wildflower Center was enthusfast:-
cally received at the National Tour
Association Spring Exchange 11 Memphis
this past April A Wildflower Centér
represéntative participated on theex-
change floor of the NTA Spring- Exchange

The Wildflower Center extends a big
THANK YOU to our Wildflower Days
Festival spansors: Newsradio 590 KEB]
AM, HOT 93.3 KHHT, Bartlett Cocke/
Austin Commercial, Above & Beyond
Travel, and the Wyndham Austin Hotel
Your sponsorship helped make the

Festival a fun and educational success.

Thanks also are dueto KKMJ MAJIC 95 5

FM for sponsormg our Wildflower Hotline

agamn this year. The Hotline typreally -
receives more than 4,000 calls'ever a two
month penod and highlights the best
w:ldﬂower v1ew1r1g spots in Texas.
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CONTAINERIZE NATIVE SUMMER COLOR

The days are longer and hotter, sure signs
that summer is upon us. The summer
menths are generally not the best time to
plant anything, however, p]animg in
tontainers provides a viabile option.

ADVANTAGES
Plants grown in contaners provide an
instant splash of color, can be moved
when hight conditions change, are reachly
avaﬂable, and ea31er to access than
ground-level plantings They also are a
great way to mtroduce children to the
pleasures of growing plants.

CHOOSING THE CONTAINER
Chaose the plants first or the contamer
first, it doesn’t really matter as long as
you choose an appropriate s1zé plant'to
go with an appropriate size container
Consider the matuie size of the plants
and aim for about a 1t1 or 2.1 ratio of
foliage to foot systém. For example one
purple coneflower has a rriaximum size
of 12 inches acress and fits nicely iria 10-
12" pot. Larget pots can accommodate
more than one species of plants

You can use just about anythung that
will hold media and water asa plant
contdiner It's bestto ¢choose something
that will allow drainage or you run the
risk of over-watering and suffocating the
root system. Thére are the good old:
standbys such as wh;skey barrels, day
pots, wooden boxes, or the whimsical
suchi as an old wagon, a hollowed out tree
stump, ot old watering can. Consider the
space you would like to place a container
in and make your selection baséed on the
size, shape color, and cost. For interest,
try grouping several containers of varyihg
sizes. Designs look more natural and less
contrived if they are grouped in 6dd
numbers. If youdon't have any patio or
step space, try a hanging basket or
window box. Be creativel,

;

CHOOSING THE PLANTS
When selecting plants, keep in mind thewr
hight dnd water tequirements, grow th
habit, shape, texture, and color. Defi-
mtely try some native plants. Burich
grasses add a nice, fine texture. Many
annual and perennial wildflowers are
now available container- -grown from
nurseries. Experiment with a mini-
wildflower meadow Choose three to five
species that will compliment each other.
Use something evergreen asa base,
species that will cascade over the side,

and other plants that will provide mterest
and color : ;

CHOOSING THE MEDIA
1t's best not fo use soil directty out of your
garden because it tends to compact,
detering healthy rootsystems. Regular
garden soil may also contain pathogens
which can introduce diseases to your
plants. Most plant roots need water and,
air at the same time in order to thrive,
your potting mix needs to have a high
water holding capacity and pore spaces to
provide aeration Many different potting
mixes are available commercially. Read
the label carefully for content Many tend
to have a high percentage of peat moss, '
which, when wet, holds ten times its
weight'in water, but is very hard to rewet.
A drop or two of very mild dishwashing
detergent will help break the surface
tension and make wetting the peat moss
easier A 1.1.1:1 mix of peat oss, perlite,
-vermiculite, and potting soil is.a good all-
‘purpose media. There are humerous
other possible combinations of media
components dependmg on availability,
cost, etc. If you miix your own rmedia, be
sure to mux 1t in a well- ventl_lated area.

PLANTING
To prevent soif from washing out of the
drainage holes, place some cracked pieces
of pot, a wire mesh screen, or some large
rocks on the bottom of the pot. Saucers

are considered optional unless water
draining from the bottom of the pot is a
problern.

When removing the plant from 1ts
original container, check to see if the root
system is healthy Healthy roots should
bea whitish color, with no signs of
mushiness. If the roots have become
compacted and are growing in circles in
the bottam of the pot, cut the circular
roots off Plant so the roots are at the
same level as in their original container.
To make wateririg easier and less messy,
leave an inch or two of spacé between the
top of the pot and the media line Water -
thoroughly i

WATERING AND CARE
The best way fo determme watering
needs is to stick your finger into the

media aboutone inch [Ifit's mo;st don't

water. If on the dry side, water to

- completely moisten the media.. It sounds

very simple, but more plants die’from’
Improper watering than for any other

’ reason.

Because the,soil provides 1nsulation
for the roots, plants in pots will always.
dryout quicker and freeze sooher than
plants in the ground. ‘Smaller” pots,

" hanging baskets, arid pots exposed to hot,

dry conditions will need to be watéred
more frequently, Clay pots dry out
quicker than plastic;.dark colored pots
faster than light colored pots  Dunng the
summer months you may have to water
every day.

" If'you use a soilless media, there

. word't be much nutrition’ avallable for the
‘plants. Using a diluted water-soluble

fertilizer such as fish emulsu)n or sea-

weed, or addmg someé slow-release

fertilizer pellets when planting will
supply your confainerized plants with

needed minerals.and riutrients, -

Add alittle bark mulch or sphagnum
moss to cover the media. This helps
retain moisture and gives the pot a
finished look

Just because you don’t have room for
a wildflower meadow or habitat garden
doesn’t mean you can’t have a little
wildness on your doorstep or patm
Plantmg natives in containers is also a
great, nexpensive, easy and fun way to

spehd a summer afternoon.

Demse D, Delaney
Horticulturist
Nutional Wildflower Research Center
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Botanical Name Fl :pendula
rubra
Pronunciation: Fll—r—_pen -du-
laru’-bra -
‘Common Names: Queer of
the prairie, meadow sweet
Family Nawme: _Rosa__ceae
(Rose Family)
Range: Pennsylvania to
Minnesota and southward te
Georgia and Kentucky

. Habitat. Moist prairies and
open places
Bloom Period: June through
August

Rising regally above the lush
wildflowers.of the eastérn
Great Plains region, the
inajestic Queen of the praire
is easily recognized by its
height The slightly hairy,
branched stem of Filipendulg
rubra grows up to eight feet
tall and supports a feathery
cluster of peach to pink tinted
blossoms

The tufted blpoms of the
Queen of the prairie are as
impressive as the plant’s

stature. Although individual
flowers are small, approxi-
mately 1/2 inch across, they
form a cluster it the stem
apex that can be four to 10
inches across and up to one
foot long, Stamens are long
and plentiful, about 20 to 40
for each flower, and resemble
plumage

Large pinnate leaves may -
reach three feet in length and
are'alternately arranged along
the stem. Lateral leaflets, -
deeply cut to form. up to five
lobes, ate oppositely attached .
to the rachis. Much larger in
size than the other leaflets,
the terrninal leaflet has seven
to nine coarsely serrated
lobes.

- The frmit'of Filipendula
rubra 1s a smooth, narrowly
shaped one-seeded capsule
which is slightly twisted. The
seed matures four to six
weeks after the ﬂower
blooms.

Because of 1fs stately
beauty and easy cultivation,

Queen of the prairte 1s'much
sought after by gardeners.
Because Filipendula rubra
spreads naturally by rhi-’
Zomes; propagation by
lelSlOII is the most rehable
method. Tdeal times for root
division are sprmg, prior to
leaves emerging, or fall,
before the plants become
dormant. Seeds may be sown
immediately upon collection .
* Filipendula vubra has"_an
mnteresting history asa
medicinal plant’ Used by
Natrve Amegricans and
pioneers as a mild analgesic,
research has shown Cueen. of
the prairie contains salicylic
acid: which has the same
properties as aspirin, Teas,
decactions, and tonigs made
from the plant were used fo
freat influenza, arthrrtls,
fever, and'bladder ailments.
An astringent was also made

from the plant.and used to

soothe skin fashes and
blemishes.

Bofanical Name: Rosg arkansana

Pronunciation: Ro'-za ark-an-
san’-a

Common Names: Wild rose,
prairie wild rose, pasture rose,
cattle rose

Family Name: Rosaceae (Rose.

© Family})

Range: New York to Alberta,
southward fo Texas and

Colorado

Habitat: Prairies, ravines,
stream banks, roadsrdes and
railroads

Bloom Period: May through
August

Although less showy than the
cultivars, our native roses
have a character that cannet
be recreated.  Rosa arkansana,
also known as the wild rose,
is one of the most beautiful
indigenous North American
roses.

"During the months be-
tween May and August, the
fragrant pale pink blossoms
of this low growing shrub can
be seen along stream banks,
roadsides, and in-prairies
Flowers are composed of five
petals and five sepals with
many stamens and pistils
The blossoms are one to two
inches across and clustered in

_ groups of three or more at the
ends of prickly branches.
Pinnate leaves are alter-
nately arranged along the

stem and each leaf bears be-
tween nine and eleven leaflets.
By August anid Septem-

ber, the frults known as

“hips,” ripen. For centuries, |
rose hips have been used as a
source of food and médicine.
Claimed to bean excellént
source of vitamins C and A, -
rose hips have been used to
alleviate fever-and other cold
symptoms. Other parts of the
plant, including the root, bark,
and insect galls, were used to
prepare medicinal teas or '
poultices.

During 1 rnedleval trmes in

: Europe, people dried rose hrps

and strung them together to

form prayer beads. Ttis.from

this c‘us’fom we have the term
rosary " today.
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i 14th North Amencan Prame

Fifth International Symposium on
Earthworm Ecology, July 4-9,
Coliimbus, OH. Contact: Clive A
Edwards, Dept of Enfomology, Ohio
St. University, 1735 Neil Ave
Columbus, OH 43201, '

(614) 292:8209. ' _

i 3 - 1
Native Plants in the Gardened '
Landscape, July 7 or 8, Kennett
Sguare, PA. Course offeréd from
9am-12 rioon. Preregistration fe-
qmred Contact: Longwood Gar-
dens, PO Box 501, Kennitt Square,
PA 19348- 0501, (610) 388 6741,

Wﬂdflower D1scovery Workshop,

July 10, Storrs, CT Connecticut State -

Museumn of Natural’ ‘History work-
shops for grades 9to adults.” Regis-
tration required in advance Contact:

_ CamLDawdge (208). 486—5690 or '_ .

486—4460

T }

of the World’s Largest Floodplain,
Jly 12-15, LaCrosse, W1 Co-spon- |

- sored by Ecologlcal Socie
America, Confact: Terence Boyle,
Natl. Park Sve, Ayl 'o_rthNW
Colorado State Unt Fdrt Collms
CO80523 . L

: Conference, July 12-16, Manhafmrl

KS Contact: NAPC, Kansas State:

Univ Div of C@ntmumg Td., 247

- College Court Bldg , ManRattan, KS
66506—6006 (913) 532+ 5566 '

C 1

: Rangelands ina Sustamable

Biosphere, July 23-28, 1995, Salt Lake .

City, UT International Rangelands
Congress Contact Gerieral Secre-.
tary, 5th IRC; P.O. Box 11637 Salt

| Lake City, UT 84147 (801) 524 5054 :

L 1.

! Berkshn'e Botamcal Garden Plant .

- Society Fair, Atg 6, Stockbridge, MA .
The fair is part of Garden’s two-day

Summer Festmal and 2Sth Annual

'Annual Meetmg and Expo, Aug 7-

: Amenca and Amierican Inistitute of .

' .11th St NW, Washmgton, DC

o Pre-K through th grades C ntact
Sustalmng ’the Eccloglcal Integrity =’ o B

_‘1England Cdntact
International Congress of

: The Umvers1ty Ma
Ll 9P1 UK NEE

tlower Show. Contact: Berkshire
:Botamcal Garden, PO Box 826,
Stockbridge, MA 01262,
(413) 298-3926

Soil. and Water Conservatmn 49th

10, Norfolk, VA “Catch the Conser-

vation Wave” Contact: (SUO) THE— N
) SOIL or 843—7645 Ll

y : ]
Sc1ence & Pubhc Pohcy, Aug 7- 11 L
Knoxville, TN. Ecologmal Society of -

Blologmal Sciences annual meetmg
Contact: Lowse Salrrion, AIBS, 730

20001 (202) 628—1500

I_

. AHS Nahonal Chlldren s (:;"ardeh; il
ing: Symposmm Aug, 12 14, Chevy p

Chase; MD. Educahonal plant and -
gard_emng programs for chlldren

Dept of Env1ronmenta1 B1olc,gy’ 2

Resterahon and Managemehf
Aug 26 =27, McLean VA:The: 1994
Eastern Natwe 'Piant AJhance

hester M13- -+« |

Travel Oppertunities
for Wildflower
Center Members

The National Wildflower Research
Center has suceessfully completed the
1994 Ecotour program and 1995
promises to be even more exciting!
Although the Wildflower Center *s
travel program is over for the year, we
are aware of some other travel oppor-
tunities we thought might interest our
members. Call our Travel Office for
details on these other
exciting trips!

¢ Maine's Acadia
National Park is
where land and sea
collide to create a
diversity of habitats
un-matched on the
Atlantic Coast. Mt. Desert Island has
one of the richest assortments. of
wildflowers in the northeast and the
birding 1s equally spectacular Acadia
is also beaver country and home to
whife-tailed deer, otters, red foxes,
and bobcats. Tours offered July
through October ‘

- * South Dakota’s Custet State
Park, recently named one of the ten
best state parks in America by Na-
tronal Geographic Traveler magazine, is
home to one of the largest herds of
bison, as well as prorighorn, mule
deer, elk, hawks, and bighorn sheep
The area’s fabulous wildlife watching

- is setagainst a distinctive backdrop of

jagged grante spires, ponderosa
pines, and rolling prairie. Bririg a
camera and plenty of film! Tours
offered during
September.

* Antumn i the
heart of Vermont: a
light frost retreatmg
from the sun’s
morning rays; gentle

- breezes rustling

kaleidoscopic leaves; fall migrants on
the move; resident wildlife busily
harvesting nature’s bounty; crystal
clear panoramic views New’
England’s fall foliage is the best in the
world, with sugar and red maples
producing the most brilliant shades of

read on page 6
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Member travel opportuni{ies

red, yellow, and
orange Fall tours
offered September,
and October July
tours are also avail-
able and feature the
blooming arctic
tundra atop Camel’s
Hump and Mount Mansfield

* The topography, geography, and
gediogy of Vermont’s Green Moun-
tains join to create an interesting mix of
forest types Moist hemlock ravines,
dry oak-hickory woodlands, northern
hardwoods, and patches of boreal
forest offer a diverse array of wildflow-
ers and wildlife Meadow wildflowers

abound and fruits and seeds are
maturing during the late summer and
early fall. Watch swallows, Iycatchers,
and other insectivorous birds pursue
their quarry by day and bats on the
wing at night ‘Tours offered during
July and September.

* Summer in New Hampshire's
White Mountains is the perfect time to
mnvestigate a sparkling alpine lake,
learn about forest ecology, or head
above the tree line to Mt Washing-
ton’s Alpine Garden in search of arctic

" wildflowers. Fall in the White Moun-
tains is unsurpassed, with the glisten-
ing white bark of paper birches
contrasted against the dazzling colors

contiined from page 5

of the fall foliage Tours offered
August through October.

* Autumn m the Shenandoah
National Park brings its own beauty as
the fall foltage sets the mountains =~
ablaze and wildflowers carpet the
forest floor Stroll the scenic trails
listening for woodland songbirds and
watching for whitetail deer, black bear,
fox, or even a bobcat Tours offered
durmng October. -

For more information on these
exciting tours, write to. Travel Office,
National Wildflower Research Center,
2600 FM 973 North, Austin, Texas
78725-4201 or call 512-929-3600
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