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~ Plant now for spring beauty’

As a botanist at the
National Wildflower
Research Ceriter, one of
the most common ques-
tions I receive during the
fall season is, “What s
the easiest way to plant

to evenly dlstnl:aute each
species. Adding fine,

_danip sand to the seeds, in

‘of four parts sand

art seeds, will

re even distri-

ter seedlng, hghtly
L tamp the area to
> good seed-to-soil
t. Soil contact helps
retain water wh1ch

landscape can
difficult or a

: are three basic
steps to successfully
planting wildflowers in
your yard: plant selection,
soil preparation and seed-
ing, and maintenance.

* Plant Selection.
Before yousetouttouse
any native plant in your .-
existing landscape, yo '

t fo achieve, you
t to prune or

sents. Go thto't
rounding countr
and observe plants
growing in their natural
environments, What is
growing well alon'
roadsides near yi
home? Are thﬁ pl
growing ir-a-ditél
water? In full sum,
partial or dapple

Determinge whi
species grow together ,
and which species are:
solitary. You don’t have
to know every species i
that grows in your area, ent sizes and weights
buta basic knowledge of  the seeds make it difficult

encourages. fullness and
longer bloom penods for
many perennial wildflow-.
3 ome native shrubs
perenmals respond

(read on, page : 3)
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The Clearinghcuse has had an intern
from Austin's Concordia Lutheran Col-
lege during the summer and fall. John
Slider is an envifonmental science major
who plans to obtain a masters degree in
biology or botany He recently joined a
field trip to the rainforests of Hawail to
study the unique habitats there

Media coverage of the Wildflower Center
is still fabulous! CNN aired a ternific
travel feature on the Wildflower Center
as a tourist destination. US News and
World Report included the Centerina
special video-about Great Travel
Destinations that wall be offered as a
special benefit to the magazine’s sub-
scribers.

Wildflower Center representatives will
attend the National Tour Association
trade show in November, providing a
good opportunity to promote the Center
to travel agents and tour operators who
organize motorcoach tours The result
could mean busloads of visitors to the
Center, but we have enough wildflowers
for everyone to enjoy!

Horticultunist D
Publicity ancIM
Patricia Alhglm &P

the Internathnal Master Gardener and
Trade Show in San Antonig in August

destination fo
attendees.

Highland Mall mAust
sponsored by the College of Natural
Sciences at thie University of Texas at
Austin and is desjgned to encourage
children of all agestoexperienc 'hpw
much fun sclence can be.

Patricia Alhalm & )
Associate Molly Sherman recently visited
the Atlanta Botanic Garden.and AHid?
Fernbank Mifseuni6f Natural History m
Georgia, Representat;ves-o the
orgamzahons WeTe GEnCrous”

learhed will be apphed to t é
Center’s new facility.
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about conseryirigrand using native
plants in traditional landscape and
gardening designs. To respond to the
public's increasing awareness,
enthusiasm, and interest in wildflow-
ers and native plants, the Wildflower
Center offers a number of pfograms
and resources.

e Fact Sheets. The W1ldﬂ0wer
Center offers more than 250 de—
vidual fact sheets including recom--
‘mended species lists for each state
(species information is still being
researched for Alaska, Hawan
N evada, and Utah), reglonal hsts of
native pIant nurseries,-and’ reglonal
bibliographies. Basic information
about gardening and landscaping
with natives, wildflower meadow
gardemng, creating a prairie, and
habitat gardening also are available.

® A special Education Packet for
teachers is available and includes
wildflower fun facts, alternatives to
wildflower collection, how-tos on
collecting and pressing wildflowers
and seed collecting, an education
bibliography, a bibliography of native
plant uses, and parts of the flower.

* Regional Slide Programs.

Slide shows featuring wildflowers
found in six regions of the United
States are available for lease or

. purchase from the Center’s Ciearmg—

house Each program consists of 35 to
40 slides of a particular region’s most
common native wildflowers and is

accompanied by a script that lists each
species’ botanical and common names,

bloom period, and habitat preference.
e Publications. The Center pub-
lishes a bimonthly newsletter and a
biannual journal. The newsletter is
geared toward home gardeners who
want fo incorporate native flora into
their landscape and garden designs,
while the journal targets an audience

that includes members of the aca-’

demic and scientific communities, as
well as the layperson who wants more
in-depth.information on native flora.

Fact sheets are free to members

. and $4 pet packet for non—members

For more informaticn 6n the materi-
als and resources.available at the
Wildflower Center, contact the
Clearinghouse at the address listed
on the back page or use the order
form above.

~ As it enters its second decade the
Wﬂdﬂpwer antgr will cohtinue to
respond to America’s growing
interest in w11dﬂowers and native
plants. Through our educational
programs and materials, our mem-
bers can help us teach others about
the economic, aesthetic, and ecologi-
cal importance of our native flora *

late winter.

Because native plants are
adapted to their environments,
little or no chemuical maintenance is
required. Native plants come with
their own “budt-in” pesticides and
fungicides. Once established,
native plants will crowd out all but
the most noxious weedy invaders,
eliminating the need for herbi-
cides.

Native plants usually do not
require fertilizers Many natives
thrive in very poor soils and

well to severe pruning in the fall or

tht now for spring be‘auty.’

applying fertilizers could chemti
cally burn them or stimulate 1o
foliage growth with few ﬂowers
Fertilizers also stimulate the ™
growth of unwanted species.

Mow only at the end of the
bloom season. Mowing after the
flowers have set seed will help re-
seed your wildflowers and produce
a strong display next year.

By planting native species, you
provide habitat and food reseurces
for wildlife and encourage the
presence of native insects and
microorganisms that benefit plants

T d

continued from page 1

and keep them healthy. Witha
little care, thought, and patience,
your landscape can become an
interacting, Changlng entity that
offers a upique look irito the
complex interactions of thématural
world —right in your owh back-
yard

Resource Bqtamst
National Wildflo

et Research Center
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Scientific Name:
Echinocereus engelmannui
Common Names. Straw-
berry hedgehog cactus,
calhico cactus, purple torch
Family Name: Cactaceae
Habitat: Deserts in saridy,
rocky well-draining soil
Range; Arizona, Southern
California, Nevada, Utah,
and northern Mexico
Bloom Period. April to June

A native to the south-
western U S. and Sonoran
deserts; the strawberry
hedgehog cactus (Echinocer-
eus engelmannii) is named
for its spiny red fruits,
which resemble strawber-
ries. This low-lying cactus
grows in clumps up to ten
inches tall Stems have ten

to fourteen ribs and diam-

eters of two to three inches.

The shaggy appearance
of E englemannn is due to
the dense covering of
drooping white to yellowish
spines. From areoles, ten to
twelve radial spines about
half an inch long encircle
the two to six central spines,
which can be three inches
long. This thick spine cover-
age helps the cactus con-
serve moisture by shading
the stems and reducihg
transpiration.

Around April, showy
magenta flowers with an

abundance of bright yellow '

anthers appear A light pink
style with up to ten stigmas
protrudes from the center of
the bloom. Blooms last
about two weeks and are
pollinated by bees or
beetles. The fruit develops
into an edible red “berry”
that is spiny and rich in

- sugar. Sometimes called

“cactus apple,” it 1s an
mmportant food source for
birds, rodents, and desert
tortoises.

The strawberry hedge—
hog cactus can be propa-
gated by seed, which may
require scarification before
planting

Sow seeds tn a pot of
normal cactus compost
(equal parts loam, shredded
sphagnum peat, and sharp
gritty sand). Press seeds
gently into soil and cover
both pot and plant with
plastic, which will maintain |
the essential humidity
needed for germination.
Place pot in a well-lit

" location, not in full sun.

Germination may take two
weeks Do not allow
seedhngs to-dry out Watch
for signs of fungal growth.

Botanical Name: Carnegien
giganten

Common Name: Saguaro
Family Name: Cactaceae
Habitat: Rocky and sandy
desert slopes and flats
Range: Extreme southeast-
ern portions of California to

southern Arizona and
northern Sonora
Bloom Period. May to June

The state flower of Ari-
zona, the saguaro cactus is a
prominent desert landscape
feature Averaging 30 to 40

feet in height, and some-
times reaching 50 feet, the
saguaro grows at altitudes

of 600 to 4,000 feet In south-

ern Arizona, large cactus
forests are found between
1,000 and 4,000 feet,
Saguaro cacti grow
slowly The oldest plants are
estimated at' between 150
and 200 years old . Root
systems are shallow and
radiate out 1n all directions,
enabling the saguaro to uti-
lize even the lightest ram-
fall. However, the roots do
not always provide stable
anchorage, high winds can
blow these huge cacti over.
The mairi stems.can
have a diameter of two and
one-half feet and are a good
example of nature’s ability
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to deal with a harsh envi-
ronment They are covered
by spiries and a thick waxy
layet that helps the plant
retain water.

Flowers are large, up to
five Inches in diameter, and
have a waxy appearance.
They-open at night, produc-
ing a scent that attracts bats,

‘moths, and a variety of in-

sect pollinators

The saguaro cactus has
provided food and shelter
for indigenous animals and
people. Native Americans
used the fruit pulp to make
cactus jelly, o1l extracted
from the seeds was used in
cooking, the seeds could be
ground into a’butter, and
the fermented juice made an
intoxicating drink.




Questions, gues-
tions, questions!
The Clearing-
house at the
National Wild-
flower Research
Center answers
thousands of

: questions a year
on wildflowers and native plants and
how to grow them. '

Q: 1 am hesitant to plant wildflow-
ers because so many look like the
weeds I see along the roadsides.

lat en:fl Roddside Ve on: What do wildflowers look like and
TR Rae o e eie 0l what is the difference between
@gﬁfﬁ%@gwéﬁ et el wildflowers and the weedy flowers
: Sontac INRVMIC A0 " seen along courity roads?
M. J. A. Isaa¢
Alpine, TX'

A: The Wildflower Center 1s often asked
to answer this question. Weeds are
genterally regarded as plants that are
growing where you don’t want them to,
which implies noxious or aggressively
growing plants living in disturbed areas
or habitats that have been modified by
humans. These areas include lawns,

- parking lots, and median strips on roads,
as well as in our gardens. The plants
often are unsightly.and very difficult to
remove. A weedy species that is displac-
ing native and successfully naturalized
planits is called an invastve weed.

Wildflowers are flowering plants
capable of growing in wild, uniniproved
habitats without any help fromt human
beings These species are normally
considered to be very attractive, with

B e At e B Brses showy flowers, although there are species

PERG LR TR SRR AR Mk e e Sl LT that some people would consider sorne-

”g%%%%ef%g o e saies SPEaieL Ry et what unattrabtive_. Normally, a native
£ ; i et L wildflower 15 one that was growing in the

wild before human introduction and is

still growing within its fiatural range.

F. M. Oxley
R’e‘sourqe_ Bqtanist

(Edztor’s note: Many beautiful wildflower
species are available from native plant
nurseries throughout the Unifed States.
For more information on recommended
spectes for your state and native plant
nurseries 1 your region, contact the
Clearinghotse at the address listed on the
back page. Information packets are free to
members and $4 for non-members.)
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Night of The WildFlowers

cLo VJerS iN The Mood.{_. ;31\74

\A'\\'o Join the Wildflower  ever sponéored by the Wildflower
' Associates for an eve-  Associates — are $50 per person
ning of moonlit enter- Each patty-goer will receive a one-

tainment and dining at the University ~ year complimentary membership in
of Texas' Alumni Center in Austin on the Wildflower Center.

October 16 at 7:30 p.m. ‘ For tickets or for
Dance to the "country outlaw” more information,
music of Jerry Jeff Walker while please ¢call the
sampling superb Texas regional Wildflower Center
cuisine. Also, be sure to bring your at (512) 929-3600.

checkbook, so you can do some early
holiday shopping at the fabulous
Silent Auction.

Tickets fo the event - the first

4Please enter a membershlp in the category checked atleft:
Name.
Address

City /St./ZIP:
Phone:

- Gift Membership: If you are giving this membership as a
gift, please enter your name and address below.
Donor Nar_ne.
Address. ) _'
City/St./ZIP:
' Phone:
¢ Make your check payablé to: NWRC

e Mail to: Membership, National Wildflower Research
- Center, 2600 FM 973 North, Austin, TX 78725-4201

NATIONAL WILDFLOWER RESEARCH CENTER - Second Class
2600 FM 97 3 NORTH, AUSTIN, TEXAS. 787254201 Postage Paid at
Aus_t-in, Texas

Wildflowers Work!
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