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Ordinances dictating how properties
must be maintained have been vague and
subjectively interpreted when the target is
nontraditional landscaping. In much of
the Midwest, most lawn and weed
citations are driven by complaints from
unhappy neighbors. Because most
ordinances are vague, some cities —— such
as Chicago, Iil. and Minnetonka, Minn.—
are in the middle of lawsuits involving
neighbors and nontraditional landscapes.

“Keeping the neighbors happy”
quickly translates into keeping them
informed. Many misconceptions exist
about native grasses and wildflowers,
including the beliefs that they:

@ Cause allergies. Common ragweed {a
native that is not deliberately planted)
and blucgrass {a non-native) causes
allergies. Other native grasses and
wildflowers have not been proven
culpable, not even the goldenrods.

= Will attract rats. Rats thrive ina very
urban environment. Native plants will
attract butterflies and birds.

# Are habifat for breeding mosquitoes.
Mosquitoes require standing water for the
reproductive process.

* Are noxious weeds. In Minnesota,
like many states, the noxious weed list is
Hmited to 10 species. Only one, peison
ivy, is a native plant. Clearly, anyvone with
a nontraditional lawn, like anyone with a
traditional one, should be responsible
encugh to remove any noxious weed.

e Must be burned to be maintained.

 Fire is one management tool, bul siudics

now show that annual mowing and
raking can have successful results.

= Will take over the neighborhoeod.
Native plants are not generally “wild” in
that sense of the word, and few are
considered invasive. The non-native
dandelion from another neighbor’s yard
should cause more concern. Bluegrass
turf 1s more Likely to invade native
plantings than vice versa.

s Are weedy looking. This can be
pari ailv triie. The first two or three years
ofe Dh% hment can look Somewhat
unkempt. Early summer or late fall
mowings can give a tidy look. Explaining
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to your neighbors that their patience will
e rewarded can help,

= Need no maintenance. This is not
true, especially in an urban setting.
Invading weeds always will need control.
Existing weed seeds and those carried in
by birds and mammals will require
coniml, as with any garden. However,
after establishment, no fertilizers or
irrigation should be necessary, so this
approach is a low-maintenance one.

Another misconception is that letting
vour lawn go

aesthetic use.

ors happy about your yard takes work

already existing nuisance section of city
laws. Rappapert, who is representing
five homeowners in a weed ordinance
lawsuit against the City of Chicago,
believes thar ‘unter 1ded rank, and
uncontreiled vegetation” should be
defined as a public nuisance, and that
citations should be issued through the
existing citation framework.

But "untended, rank, and
uncontrolled” are adjectives that can be
debated. The city officials who attended
the workshop agreed

unmowed is the
casicst way to
establish a wild,
natural lawn. This
is totally false!
Residential sites
are disturbed
throughout their
development, so
native grass and
wildflower seeds
rarely survive in
soils. Because of disturbance, the first
pioneers to appear likely will include
dandelions, bromes, and thistles —
undesirable in any neighborhood.

Because of lawsuits and other conflicts
related to naturalistic landscapes, officials
from various cities contacted our Midwest
Regronal Office seeking guidelines and
information about nmhramtumai lawns.
Inresponse to the overwhelming requests
for information, our office and the City of
Bloomington, Minn. sponsored a
waorkshop last November for municipal
decision-makers in the Minneapelis-5t,
Paul area to examine existing ordinances.

The officials noted that some of the
ordinances were vague and did not assure
the homeowner's civil rights. They urged
homeowners to use landscape plans to
document the intent to have naturalistic
yards, but plans could not legally be
required, In short: They agreed that
ordinances and requirements should be
kept simple to keep the neighbors happy.

One of the workshop speakeﬂ;
Chicagoe lawyer Bret Rappaport, believes
the issue should be addressed in the

easier o define. The
bottom line: 1f vour
idea of “care”
inciudes the use of
native grasses and
wildflowers,
perhaps your
neighbors could be
kept happy by
explaining your plan
and clarifying their misconceptions.

The Midwest Office is reviewing some
of the revisions in progress in the area
and will share information about the
issue with cities throughout the Midwest,

e

Bonnie Harper-Lore
Midwest Office Coordinator
National Wildflower Research Center

Contact local county
extension agents and
encourage them to promote

native plants.
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The Center’'s Wildilower Da 3. festival is set
- for April 11-12. The annual festival will be
held flom 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. both days and
will feature guided wildflower walks, native
plam gardening information, a native plant
sale, children’s activities, refreshments, and
iive music. The event is free, but a 52
donation per vehicle is encouraged.
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The Center will offer expanded spring hours
this year. We'll be open from 10 am, until 4
m. Saturdays and Sundays from April 4 to
fay
a.

v 10, in addition to our vur—*aund hours,
m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. A
$2 donation per ve}nde is encouraged.
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New members on the Center’s Board G‘E
Trustees are Peggy Bockman of Abiler
Texas; Sadie Blackburn and Rosanetie Cmien
of Houston; Ambassador Peter Dailey of San
Maring, Calif; Joffa Kerr of Oklahoma City;
Karen Meck of Pitisburgh; Betsy Stern of
Scarsdale, NUY.; and Jane White of Marfa,
Texas. New Advisory Council members are
Mike Alder of Salt ake City; Robert
Hardesty of Washington, D.C; and Elvin
‘chonalu of New \(}“" City.

Resource Botanist Beth Anderson and -
Research Horticulturist Elinor Crank will
vresent papers at the Louisiana Horti-
cultural Society in Lafayette in March.
Executive Director Dr. David Northington
will lecture at the Wildflowers for :
Wyoming Conference in Casper in March.
Also in March, Elinor will present a paper
on her work with the endangered ashy
dogweed (Thymophylia tephveleucn ) at the
Seuthwest Rare and Endangered Plant
Conference in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
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Spring sightseers in Texas will be guded
to the best readside wildflowers by the
Center’s annual Wildflower Hotline.
Wildflower seekers should call (512) 370-
0000, then after a S!mrt message, punch
930(} The hotline wilf operate from March

23 to May 31 :
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Planning already is underway for the
Wildflower Center’s 10th birthday e
celebration in October. Included will bea
fundraising party at the LB} Ranch. For .- -
more detalls, please contact the
Development Dept.
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One of the most exciting
feclings for a wildflower
enthuszast 1s 1o come upon
an unfamiliar wildflower.
You guick iv pull out vour.
ha‘uﬁv wil ﬂn'" iden-

k, find the
;"iower in queshon, and .
with great satisfaction call it
by nal ”Learnnﬂg o
ide mm wildfiowers is like

meeting new friends,
Wildflower iden-
tification books are
organized in a variety of

" ways. Most have photo-
graphs and a brief
description; some are
arranged by flower color,
Utherb are ar;aﬂged by
family, When just learning

- how to identify

-~ wildflowers, color-coded
~ books can be helpful. But

yvou will soon find yourself

thumbing through pages of

a color section

need to learn the
parts of the plants before
learning the plant families.

Your

" Once you have leamed
‘basic plant parts such as

petals, sepals,

only to stamens,

- discover and
that the pistils,
book is you are
calling. ready to
lavender put them
~what yoii.. e : ﬂgeti
thought was (EEEAR ? Qg ;jg/a f”éfzﬁ to !QC?‘U;V
pink. SOIMEe COmMImon

A more techmca;
method of identification is
to learn plant families.
Plants are categorized inlo
groups sharing similar
characteristics. The most
general group is the family,
moving to the more specific
genus and species. Family
names usually end in the
letters “aceae.” Genus and
species names-are always
written in italics or
underlined. The first letter
of the genus name is
capitalized and the species
is lower case.. The common
sunflower, for example, is
in the family Asteraceae,
the genus Helianthus, and

- the species annuus.

Onagracear

plant families.
Families often are

categorized by the number
and organization of plant
parts. The flower paris in

most plant families occur in
multiples of five, such
as five petals and
ten stamens. But
a few families like
the Onagraceae, or
evening primrose family,
are characterized by
flower parts in
multiples of four
four petals,

eight stamens,

and a 10112'
-lobed or
pointed
stigma.

The Lamiaceae, or mint
family, has flower parts in
mulfiples of five, but this is
not immediately obvious.
The top two petals are
fused together so they look
like a sin g]e petal and the
three lower |
fused together, forming a
lower “lip.”
(two-lipped} flower, a
quare stem, and aromatic
foliage are key character-
istics of members of the
mint family. _
Many plant families : -
have distinguishing
characteristics that are

casily recognizable
once you
lcarn them. L

otals alsoare .

This bilabiate’

AHEY

When'vou corne upon an’
unfamiliar wildflower,
examine iis flower and
foliage parts to determine

_the plant family,

Krnowing the famﬁv
gives you a-star tmg pomi
— and a better ¢chance of.
learning the name of your
new-found wildflower
friend.

Elinor Crank

. Research Horticuiturist
. Natonal Wildflower

R K 5”’/ iﬁf?@ FLOIE Jﬁ

Lamiaceae
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Forty-eight conservation organ-
izations in New England have united
to save the genetic diversity of the
region’s
New England Wild Flower Society
newsletter.

The New England region has
more than 500 endangered plant
species, the newsletter reports

The regional program, which is
known as the New England Plant
Conservaiion Program (NEPCoP),
focuses on plants that are endangered
on a statewide level and encourages
cooperation between conservation
and government officials. _

The program is funded through
grants from the }essie B. Cox
Charitable Trust and the Stratford
Foundation.

Nah\ e Plant SDCIEty, reports that the
book Sensitive, Threatened, and
Endangered Plants of Mowntana,

Plants of Limited Distribution of
Mertana, is now available.

~ Coples of the 88-page, scoftcover.
book are S5 postpaid from the
Montana Natural hemage Program,
State Library, 1515 E. 6th Ave,,
Helena, Mont. 59620,

Mead’'s milkweed from the Shawnee

National Forest in Hllinois last june,

according to the Seed Industry journal,
rarest plants, according to the introduced as part of a cooperative
reintroduction effort, were taken in’

Society in Westchester, 111, are raising
money to buy land that would act as

Kelseya, the newsletter of the Montana prairie remaining in {linocis.
the group at: 10327
Westchester, I3, 60154,
which updates the 1984 book Vascular -

* The U.S. Forest Service is investigat--
ing the theft of an entire population of

Wild plants, plus young plants

the theit, The journal reports that the
theft may seriously hinder efforts to
save the endanger ec'i plant.

Oificials wuh Lhe Shawnee
National Forest are oifering a 55,000
reward for information on the theft

Members of the Save the Prairie

a development buffer for the Wolf
Road Prairig in Westchester.
According to the group, the 80-
acre prairie, composed of black soil
prairie, bur oak savanna, and
marshiand, is the largest black soil

For more information, write to.
Elizabeth,

(Juestions, ques-
fions, guestions!
The Clearing-
house at the
National Wild-
flower Research
Center answers”
thousands of
awsfzons each
year on wildflowers and mfzw’ plants
and how fo grow ther. Clearingiouse -
Q & A features sonie of those questions.
and tie botanists answers. :

Gt ... The shrub I recently .
purchased was sold to me as “Texas:

mountain laurel.” It's not the plant I/

knew as mouniain laurel in
Permsylvania. Can you identify it?
Anonymous, lexas :

A: You arer’i the {irst to be confused: '
by common names. Kalmig latifolia, a -
member of the heath family, is the | .
mountain laurel of the eastern -
deciduous forests. Sophors
secupdiflora, a ieoume is the

mountain laurel of Texas. Both are
evergreen shrubs that grow 10 t0.15
feet tall and bloom in the spring. -
Perhaps that is why early settlers to-

. Texas chose to name the “mescal = -
bean” after their much loved shfu’o e

of the East.
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Wildflower
nter
welcomes
new
botanist

Noreen Damude
has joined the
Wildflower Center research staff as
the resource botanist in charge of the
Clearinghouse database.

Noreen will coordinate expansion
of the database to include native
species information such as site and
soil preferences, cultivation tech-
niques, commercial availability, wild-
tife values, maintenance requirements,
and other horticultural remarks.

Information in the database is
used in the Wildflower Handbook, in
state fact sheets, and in other
publications. Keeping the information

carrent is quite a task.

“There's a tremendous amount of
material, and it all neads to be kept
up-to-date,” Noreen says.

Noreen, who holds bachelor’s
degrees in Art History and French
from the University of Pittsburgh and
a Masters degree in Biological
Sciences from the University of Texas
at Austin, joined the Wildflower
Center after stints as an environmen-
tal consultant and an endangered
species biclogist with the Texas
Natural Heritage Program.

While with the Natural Heritage
program, Noreen wrote federal status
reports on endangered and
threatened plant species.

Noreen also has worked as a
French interpreter, and is an evid bird
watcher. She has traveled extensively
in search of birds and plants.

Noreen replaces Annije Paulson
Gillespie, who left the Center fo
devote more time to her family.

ast March, the National
Wildflower Center and
the Desert Botanical
Garden inPhoenix, Ariz.,
co-sponsored the conference
“Landscaping with Wildflowers and

Native Planis.”

The 24 papers presented at the

conference have been collected into a
special edition of the Wildflower
Journal. Copies of the proceedings can
be obtained — as supplies last — for
$8 per copy, including shipping and
handling. Texas residents should
include $0.31 for sales tax.

Please send requests and thecks
{rnade out to NWRC) io the address
listed on the back page, attention:

Proceedings.

New china pﬁ%@"‘i’i

 to benefit the
Wildflower Center

Fitz and Flovd, the American-
based designer of fine chira and
hand-painted ceramic giftware,
has announced the debut of its
new “American Wildflowers”
fine china collection. The pattern,
produced in partnership with the
Wild{lower Center, will be
available in early summer. Part of
the proceeds from sales will
benefit the Wildflower Center.
“We are proud to make a
contribution {o the future welfare
of our precious environment
through our asscciation with the
Center,” says Kenneth R. Marvel, -
chairman and chief executive
officer of Fitz and Floyd.
Designers at Fitz and Floyd-
worked with Wildflower Center
staff members to achieve the
pattern’s botanical
precision. A ] a!
colorful garland 3
of six native
American wild-
flowers adorns the
pale cream shoulder of  / Q%
the pattern, '
“We are delighted by the
combination of accuracy and
beauty depicted on the Fitz and
Floyd American Wildflowers
china,” says David K. Northing-
ton, executive director of the
Center. “The company’s
contribution will help enable the
Wiidtlower Center continue its
research and public education on’™
this critical componentof our
couniry’s ecological stability.”
The collection will be
avallable in five-plece place
settings or open stock. Mugs and
rim soup bowls also will be
available as open stock items. The
Coiiection may be purchased
through the Wﬂdf%ownr Center’s
products division {advance
orders are being taken now) or _
from Hitz and ?imrd agems across.
the country. For f—ur‘d
information, please see rhe
enclosed gift brochure or contact .
the m’oduct% division.
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